1storic Sites
St. Thomas’ Church

One of Port Macquarie’s most historic buildings, the church of St Thomas
the Apostle can be easily seen from land and river, as it was in early times.

It is the fifth oldest Anglican Church still in use in Australia and was built
by convicts who were guarded by soldiers. It took four yeas to build from
1824-1827 with the first service taking place in 1828.

This church is an example of Georgian architecture. The walls are of hand-
made brick, one metre thick, and laid in mortar produced by burning oyster
shells from Limeburners Creek. The square hand-made nails and spikes
were forged by convicts in the Female Factory.

Beneath the floor of the front pews is the grave of Captain Rolland, who
died of sunstroke and was buried one month before the foundation stone
was laid.

The church is classified by the National Trust of Australia (NSW) and is
also listed on the Register of National Estate.

Other early buildings on the site are the former military surgeon’s home,
now the Administration Centre and the surgeon’s dispensary (a place where
medicine is prepared) now the Colonial Chapel of Christ the Healer.




