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Introduction 
 

From soon after its acquisition by Britain during the Napoleonic wars, the southern tip of Africa 
had been shared between British colonies and independent republics of Dutch–Afrikaner 
settlers, known as Boers. In order to escape British rule many Boers had moved north and east 
to settle on new lands which eventually became the Boer republics of the Orange Free State 
and the Transvaal. The relationship between the British and the Boers was an uneasy one, with 
Britain extending its control by annexing Natal in 1845, although London did recognise the 
two republics in two treaties in the 1850s. Throughout the nineteenth century tensions were 
often high, and in 1880–81 the two sides fought a war in which the Boers inflicted several 
costly defeats on the British army. Coupled with the advent of a new government in London 
reluctant to fight the war, this ensured that the Transvaal was able effectively to maintain its 
independence. 

The discovery of gold and diamonds in the Boer republics in the 1880s further intensified the 
rivalry, particularly as British subjects flooded into the Boer territories in search of wealth. The 
rights of British subjects in Boer territory, British imperial ambition, and the Boer desire for to 
stay outside the British Empire all caused more friction, which in 1899 provoked the Boers to 
attack in order to forestall what they saw as an impending British conquest. 

As part of the British Empire, the Australian colonies offered troops for the war in South Africa. 
Australians served in contingents raised by the six colonies or, from 1901, by the new 
Australian Commonwealth. For a variety of reasons many Australians also joined British or 
South African colonial units in South Africa: some were already in South Africa when the war 
broke out; others either made their own way or joined local units after their enlistment in an 
Australian contingent ended. Recruiting was also done in Australia for units which already 
existed in South Africa, such as the Scottish Horse. 

Australians served mostly in mounted units formed in each colony before despatch, or in South 
Africa itself. The Australian contribution took the form of five waves. The first were the 
contingents raised by the Australian colonies in response to the outbreak of war in 1899, which 
often drew heavily on the men in the militia of the colonial forces. The second were the 
bushmen contingents, which were recruited from more diverse sources and paid for by public 
subscription or the military philanthropy of wealthy individuals. The third were the imperial 
bushmen contingents, which were raised in ways similar to the preceding contingents, but paid 
for by the imperial government in London. Then were then the draft contingents, which were 
raised by the state governments after Federation on behalf of the new Commonwealth 
Government, which was as yet unable to do so. Finally, after Federation, and close to the end 
of the war, the Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents were raised by the new federal 
government. These contingents fought in both the British counter-offensive of 1900, which 
resulted in the capture of the Boer capitals, and in the long, weary guerrilla phases of the war 
which lasted until 1902. Colonial troops were valued for their ability to shoot and ride, and in 
many ways performed well in the open war on the veldt. There were significant problems, 
however, with the relatively poor training of Australian officers, with contingents generally 
arriving without having undergone much training and being sent on campaign immediately. 
These and other problems faced many of the hastily raised contingents sent from around the 
empire, however, and were by no means restricted to those from Australia. 

The Australians at home initially supported the war, but became disenchanted as the conflict 
dragged on, especially as the effects on Boer civilians became known. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men from the 2nd South Australian (Mounted Rifles) Contingent, who fought in the Boer 
War. Third from left is Trooper Harry "The Breaker" Morant. South Africa, c. 1900.  

 

The conflict in South Africa is generally divided into three phases: 

1. The early phase, from October to December 1899, when the British armies, mainly infantry, 
were defeated or besieged by highly mobile Boer mounted troops 

2. The second phase, from December 1899 until September 1900, which involved a British 
counter-offensive, resulting in the capture of most of the major towns and cities of South Africa 

3. The third and longest phase, from September 1900 to May 1902, when the war was mainly a 
guerrilla conflict between British mounted troops and Boer irregulars. 

The outbreak of war had long been expected in both Britain and Australia. Believing that 
conflict was imminent, Queensland had offered troops in July, and the same month Britain had 
requested the participation of New South Wales and Victoria. Each of the colonies ultimately 
sent between four and six contingents. The first groups arrived in South Africa between 
November 1899 and March 1900; the second between December 1899 and February 1900; the 
third between April and May 1900; and the fourth between May and June 1900. The 4th 
Tasmanian, 6th Queensland, South Australian, and Western Australian contingents did not 
reach South Africa until March–April 1901. A further three contingents were raised by the new 
Commonwealth in 1901, but as they did not embark until 1902, most arrived too late for any 
action. Indeed, some were still at sea when the war ended on 31 May 1902. 

The first Australian troops arrived in South Africa in December 1899, too late to become 
involved in the serious British defeats of “black week” (10–17 December), when 2,300 men 
were killed or wounded by the Boers in three separate engagements. Five hundred members of 
the Queensland Mounted Infantry and the NSW Lancers took part in the relief of Kimberley in 
February 1900, and men of the NSW Mounted Rifles played a minor part in the last major 
battle of the war, at Paardeberg, in the same month. After a series of defeats in 1900 the Boer 
armies became fragmented, forming groups of highly mobile commandos which harassed 
British troop movements and lines of supply. Faced with this type of warfare, the British 
commanders became increasingly reliant on mounted troops from Britain and the colonies. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C41858
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https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C41858


Conditions for both soldiers and horses were harsh. Without time to acclimatise to the severe 
environment and in an army with a greatly over-strained logistic system, the horses fared badly. 
Many died, not just in battle but of disease, while others succumbed to exhaustion and 
starvation on the long treks across the veld. Quarantine regulations in Australia ensured that 
even those which did survive could not return home. In the early stages of the war Australian 
soldier losses were so high through illness that components of the first and second contingents 
ceased to exist as viable units after a few months of service. 

 
In the NSW Imperial Bushmen camp, South Africa, 1900. 

In the second phase of the war, when the British forces captured the major South African towns, 
over-extended supply lines and inadequate food caused problems. Looting was widespread, 
and did not stop at the acquisition of bare essentials for men and their horses. Disease and 
epidemics also took a heavy toll. In early 1900 water contaminated by corpses and human waste 
infected the army during a period of rest in the captured town of Bloemfontein; 1,000 deaths 
resulted, mostly from typhoid. 

After September 1900, by which time the war had become mainly a guerrilla conflict, 
Australian troops were deployed in sweeping the countryside and enforcing the British policy 
of cutting the Boer guerrillas off from the support of their farms and families. This meant the 
destruction of Boer farms, the confiscation of horses, cattle and wagons, and the rounding up 
of the inhabitants, usually women and children. These civilian captives were taken to 
concentration camps where, weakened by malnutrition, thousands died of contagious diseases. 
By mid-1901 the war for the Australians was characterised by long rides, often at night, 
followed by an attack on a Boer farmhouse or encampment (laager) at dawn.  
The skirmishes were often minor, involving small Boer forces quickly overwhelmed by 
superior numbers. There were occasional fights between the Australians and larger Boer forces, 
but encounters with Boer commandos were rare. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C690


The experience of the NSW Mounted Rifles in the last five months of 1901 was said to be 
typical: they trekked almost 3,000 kilometres and were involved in 13 skirmishes for the loss 
of five dead and 19 wounded. They reported killing 27 Boers, wounding 15 and capturing 196. 
The men spent long periods in the saddle with few opportunities to bathe or change their 
clothes; lice were a constant problem. Temperatures on the veld ranged from relentless heat 
during the day to freezing cold at night. 

 
Members of E Company, 5th Contingent, Victorian Mounted Rifles, in action against the 

Boers in front of the Pongola Bosch, October 1901. 

 

It is generally thought that about 16,000 Australians fought in the Boer War. This figure 
includes those who enlisted in an Australian unit, as well as the many raised locally, but it does 
not allow for double-counting of those who served in two contingents. A small number of 
Australians are known to have fought on the Boer side. The nature of the conditions under 
which the war was fought can be deduced from the fact that in the Australian contingents, 282 
died in action or from wounds sustained in battle, while 286 died from disease and another 38 
died of accident or other unknown causes. Six Australians received the Victoria Cross in South 
Africa, and many others received other decorations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Australian War Memorial 
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A note on researching local enlistments 

 

There is very little information available to research details of local men who served in the 
Boer Wars. Local historian Ian Symonds compiled a book of letters sent by local men from 
South Africa back to family in Port Macquarie (Letters from the Boer War. Symonds, Ian 
1999). Ian also published brief details of some of the men who served in the War in articles in 
the Port Macquarie News in 1991. Apart from these efforts little research is known to have 
been done into the service records of the twenty-six men from the Hastings region who 
enlisted in the various regiments sent by the colonial government of New South Wales to 
South Africa, and whose names are inscribed on the Port Macquarie War Memorial. 

The research for this publication was done initially by Sue O’Brien who then passed her 
research onto the Port Macquarie Library. Library staff members Karen Rowan Hodges and 
Jeff Stonehouse then continued Sue’s work and used publicly available sources to flesh out 
more details. Sources used included: 

Port Macquarie News and other newspapers 

Ancestry.com & Find My Past 

Australian War Memorial 

National Archives of Australia 

NSW Registry of Births, Marriages & Deaths 

Ryerson Index 

Port Macquarie People Database – Rex & Yvonne Toomey 

Books held by the Port Macquarie library, including those by Ian Symonds 

Using secondary sources to research such a topic is always going to rely on the veracity of 
those sources. Therefore, while all care was taken in the research process it is possible that 
some errors may have occurred, so any person who is able to add to this publication or 
correct any inaccuracies is welcome to contact the Port Macquarie Library.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boer War Plaque on the Port Macquarie War Memorial 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BALDWIN, John Henry (Corporal) 

 
Service Number: 483 
Date of Birth: 12 July 1877 
Place of Birth: Port Macquarie 
Enlisted: 31st March 1900 
Unit: 3rd  NSW Imperial Bushmen D Company 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian  
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July  1901 in Sydney 
Parents: James Henry and Mary Jane Baldwin (nee Joyce) 
Married: Married Agnes Agatha Purcell (1875-1948) at Bathurst in 1903 
Died: 24th June 1948 at Smithfield 
Notes: Private promoted to Corporal 
 

 
 
      John Henry Baldwin [No 18] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PMN 9TH July 1948 

SMH 25th June 1948 p.14 



BOSANQUET, Lancelot George Vivian (Private) 

 
Service Number: 335 
Date of Birth: 25th September 1880 
Place of Birth: Mackay, Queensland 
Enlisted: by 4th April 1900 
Unit: 3rd  NSW Imperial Bushman 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901 in Sydney 
Parents: Commander George Stanley Bosanquet RN and Jane Mary Margaret Harriett 
Emma Bosanquet (aka Mary, nee Tate) 
Married: Anne Kennedy (Annie) in 1905 in Port Macquarie and had five children 
Date of death: 10th May 1962   
Place of death: Pambula 
Notes: Birth index shows surname as Bosanfuet. Lived at Comboyne. He was in charge of 
NSW Colonial Defence forces and in charge of Naval Artillery Volunteers and torpedo 
defences of Sydney Harbour for a number of years. He enlisted again on the 18th February 
1916 in the AIF (Service No. 3021 7th light Horse) in WW1 and for a third time in WW2 in 
the CMF on 23rd December 1940. (for more information see ‘Pioneers of Australian Armour 
in the Great War’ by David Finlayson) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cumberland Argus and  
Fruit Growers Advocate (Parramatta N.S.W.)  

4th April 1900 p.2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond River Herald and Northern Rivers Advertiser 
8th February 1916 p.3 

 



BOURNE, Hastings Albert 

 
Date of Birth: 28th February 1881 
Place of Birth: Port Macquarie 
Enlisted: Joined in South Africa 
Unit: Transvaal Light Horse  
Date of Embarkation: 18th April 1899 
Embarked Ship: SS Moravian 
Arrival: December 1905  
Parents: John and Mary Theresa Bourne (nee McDonald) 
Married: Amelia Susan Bartier at St Agnes Church Port 
Macquarie in 1930 and had three children. 
Date of Death: 11th June 1966 
Place of Death: Port Macquarie 
Notes: Accompanied his brother James Bourne (James was 
caught in the conflict and evacuated through the war zone) to 
South Africa to work as a carpenter. Served with the commissariat 
department. Previously worked at Hayward and Jennings sawmill 
in Clarence street Port Macquarie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Port Macquarie News and Hastings River Advocate 8th April 1899 p.2 



CADDEN Reginald Naylor ‘Reg’ (Corporal) 

 
Service Number: 319 
Date of Birth: 1872 
Place of Birth: Kiama district 
Unit: Citizen Bushmen (Corporal) 
Unit: 3rd NSW Mounted Rifles (Lieutenant) 
Date of Embarkation: 28th February 1900 
Embarked Ship: Atlantian or Maplemore 
Parents: Hugh Reginald Charles and Emily May Cadden 
(nee Naylor) 
Date of Death: 16th September 1923 
Place of Death: Randwick 
Notes: Was a member of the Port Macquarie Rifle club  
before the war. Served under General Plumer at the relief of Mafeking. 
Served 2 years and 5 months in South Africa. Also served in WW1 with 10th Light Horse 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: 

The New South Wales Citizens' Bushmen consisted of four mounted rifle squadrons and 
underwent several name changes, from the New South Wales Citizens' Bushmen, to the 
Australian Bushmen Contingent, and then finally the 1st Bushmen Regiment. The unit was 
raised in early 1900 and funded by public subscription, hence "citizens'' in its title. The 
objective was to enlist a regiment of men from the country who were "acquainted" with the 
"vicissitudes of bush life" - good shots, good riders, and good physiques. Preference was 
given to men who had previously served in South Africa, as well as to those who had lived 
and worked in rural Australia. 
 
The New South Wales Citizens' Bushmen was the third contingent sent by New South 
Wales to the war in South Africa. The contingent consisted of 30 officers and 495 other 
ranks, with 570 horses. The unit left Sydney on 28 February 1900, on board the transports 
Atlantian and Maplemore, and arrived in Cape Town on 2 April.  



DOUDNEY, Guy Lionel Hastings (Lieutenant) 

 
Service Number: 750 
Date of Birth: 1st quarter 1881  
Place of Birth: New Romney Marsh, Kent 
Baptised: 3rd May 1881 at Romney Marsh 
Unit: NSW Lancers (Trooper) 
Unit: 3rd NSW Mounted Rifles (Lieutenant) 
Date of Embarkation: 10th October 1899 
Parents: Dr Edwin Doudney (First Dr at Cottage Hospital 
Port Macquarie) and Ada Frances Gallagher  
Married: (1) Helen Dransfield (b.1918)in 1910 at Sydney, 
and (2) Doris Nellie Ross (b.1898) 
Date of Death: 13th August 1953 
Place of Death: Cape Town South Africa 
Notes: Born in England he came out to Australia with his 
mother and siblings in August 1894. He was in England with the Parramatta half squadron of 
the Lancers when the Boer War commenced. The Regiment had been in Great Britain where 
they participated in the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria. When war was declared they 
were transported to South Africa. The Lancers contributed a squadron that had served 
under John French in Lord Roberts' army, and participated in a counter-invasion of the 
Orange Free State that eventually lifted the Siege of Kimberley in 1900.  He sailed from 
England on 10th October 1899, arriving at Cape Town on 2nd November 1899. Brother of R V 
Doudney. 
 
 
 
1891 Census Devon of Doudney Family at Compton Gifford 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_Jubilee_of_Queen_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squadron_(army)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_French,_1st_Earl_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Roberts,_1st_Earl_Roberts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Kimberley


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PMN 18th January 1902 p2 



DOUDNEY, Rupert Vere (Lieutenant) 

 
Date of Birth: April 1882  
Place of Birth: New Romney, Kent, England  
Baptised: 29th May 1882 at New Romney 
Enlisted: Port Macquarie 
Unit: 3rd Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse 
Date of Embarkation: 1st April 1902 
Embarked Ship: Manhattan 
Arrival: 11th August 
Parents: Dr Edwin Doudney and Ada Frances Gallagher 
Married: Edith Ethel Trimnell in 2nd quarter 1908 in Kent  
Date of Death: 20th May 1950 
Place of Death: Roehampton, Middlesex England 
Notes: Son of Edwin Doudney and Ada Frances Gallagher. Brother of Guy Doudney. Born in 
England he came out to Australia with his mother and siblings in August 1894. He had 
previous service with the Parramatta Half Squadron of the Lancers. Later served in World 
War One as a Captain and later Major with the 3rd London Regiment and later as Major with 
the Royal Army Service Corps. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Hutton addressing troops of the 3rd ACH prior to departure. 



 

 

 

 



HAMPSON, Wright Harrison (Trooper) 

 
Service Number: 490 
Date of Birth: 1848 
Place of Birth: Salem, Massachusetts (USA) 
Unit: NSW Citizen Bushmen 
Date of Embarkation: 28th February 1900 
Arrival: 16th November 
Parents: Wright Harrison and Isabella Emmeline Hampson (nee Reid) 
Married: Isabella Reid at Rollands Plains in 1870. Remarried to Rosetta Collins in 1891 in 
Sydney. 
Date of Death: 29th August 1929 aged 82. 
Place of Death: Sydney 
Notes: Invalided home. His parents emigrated to Australia from England via the United 
States of America. Wright and two siblings were born in the USA. The family arrived in 1854 
and settled in the Macleay Valley and had five more children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HILL, Archibald Usher (Quarter Master Sergeant) 

  
Service Number: 559 (Imperial Bushmen) 364 (Bechuanaland Rifles) 
Date of Birth: 18th January 1874  
Place of Birth: Parramatta  NSW 
Unit: 6th Imperial Bushmen (1yr 9mths) and South African Bechuanaland Rifles (9mths) 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901 in Sydney 
Married: Kimberly Coralie Alhambra Marsden 20th February 1907 at Blayney (NSW) 
Date of Death: 2nd February 1946 
Place of Death: Blayney 
Notes: Son of William and Susan Reed Russell Hill (nee Glasson). Served in World War One 
and also in the Citizens Military Forces during World War Two. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLLIS, Joseph Dowling (Private)  

Date of Birth: 8th June 1878 
Place of Birth: Yarras, Hastings River 
Enlisted: Queensland 
Unit: 4th Queensland Imperial Bushmen 
Service Number: 117 
Date of Embarkation: 8th May 1900 
Embarked Ship: Manchester Port 
Arrival: 1st September 1900 
Parents: Joseph and Johanna Hollis (nee Laney) 
Date of Death: 2nd June 1959 
Place of Death: Rockhampton (QLD) 
Notes: Living in Queensland around Gympie at time of enlistment.  
Invalided home, suffered from Enteric Fever 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KENNEDY, Donald Cameron (Private) 

 
Service Number: 156 
Date of Birth: 1878 
Place of Birth: Ellenborough 
Unit: 6th Imperial Bushmen 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901in Sydney 
Parents: Angus and Mary Kennedy (nee Cameron) 
Married: Ruth Coombes (1885-1979) in 1905 had three children 
Date of Death: 11th July 1947 aged 69. Buried Port Macquarie General Cemetery. 
Place of Death: Port Macquarie  
Notes: Son of Angus and Mary Kennedy (nee Cameron) of Clunesly. He had a farm called 
Catarbit/Catharbal at Yarras.  
 
 
 

 
1905 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manning River Times 19th July 1947 p.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Donald Kennedy at Gilgandra 1921 



McPHERSON, Neil (Trooper) 

 
Service Number: 1924 
Date of Birth: 10th April 1865 
Place of Birth: Dingo Creek, near Wingham 
Unit: “A” Squadron NSW Mounted Rifles 
Married: Never married 
Date of Death: 26th October 1939 aged 74 
Place of Death: 43 Ormond Street, Ashfield NSW (while staying with his sister).  
Buried Rookwood. 
Notes: Son of James and Jane McPherson (nee Campbell). Obituary in the 
Manning River Times 4th November 1939 p.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wingham Chronicle and Manning River Times 31.10. 1939 p.2  

The Wingham Chronicle and Manning River 
Observer 31st May 1916 p2 



NOAKES, David Peter ‘Jack’ (Shoeing smith) 

 
Service Number: 491 
Date of Birth: 2nd January 1878 
Place of Birth: Telegraph Point 
Unit: 1st NSW Mounted Rifles 
Date of Embarkation: 17th January 1900 
Embarked Ship: Southern Cross 
Parents: James and Sarah Noakes (nee Wilson) 
Married: Married Lydia E N Gander 23rd March 1905 at Redfern and had three children 
Date of Death:  September 1965 
Place of Death: Balmain district 
Notes: Apprentice Blacksmith with A H Bartrim at Beechwood prior to enlistment  
(Below: J Noakes of Ellenborough, second from right. The photograph was taken by  
his sister Mrs E. Wallace of Wauchope.) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



NOAKES, Robert Hastings (Trooper)  

 
Service Number: 1888 
Date of Birth: 29th May 1881  
Place of Birth: Clifton Hill, Port Macquarie 
Unit: 1st Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse 
Date of Embarkation: 18th February 1902 
Embarked Ship: Custodian 
Parents: James and Sarah Noakes (nee Wilson) 
Married: Eva Mary Cumming (1881-1969) in 1910 
at St Stephens Newtown. They had two children. 
Date of Death: 19th June 1962 
Place of Death: Concord Military Hospital 
Notes: Enlisted with the Royal Australian Artillery at 19 before serving in the Boer War. 
He returned to Sydney working at Middle Head on garrison duty before retiring from the 
service due to ill health. He had a severe haemorrhage as a result of the firing of the guns. 
In 1939 he enlisted in the Army Citizens Military Forces. He later lived at Ellenborough  
and Port Macquarie. Obituary PMN 19th June 1962 page 4. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOAKES, William Arthur (Trooper) 

 
Service Number: 2110 
Date of Birth: 5th September 1879  
Place of Birth: ‘Belvedere’ Hastings River 
Unit: 3rd NSW Mounted Rifles 
Date of Embarkation: 21st March 1901 
Embarked Ship: British Princess 
Arrival: 3rd June 1902 
Parents: James and Sarah Noakes (nee Wilson) 
Married: Mary Ann Toms (1887-1917) on 12th 
December 1906 at Beechwood and had  
three children 
Date of Death: 2nd November 1959 
Place of Death: Lismore 
Notes: Served under Lt Cadden and Lt Doudney. 
An article on the Noakes family that appeared in the 
Port Macquarie Express of 19th December 1990 
suggested that he was wounded and went missing 
before turning up at No. 22 general Hospital in 
Pretoria for repatriation home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Australian Town & Country Journal 9th March 1901 p.21 

PMN 7TH December 1901 p2 p 



RUTHVEN Charles Kenneth Gowrie (Lance Sergeant) 

 
Service Number: 603 
Date of Birth: 7th July 1876 
Place of Birth: ‘Winbourn’, Mulgoa (NSW)  
Unit: Imperial Bushmen 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901 in Sydney 
Parents: Edward Southward Gowrie Ruthven and Isabel Eliza Wilshire. 
Married: Mary Clementine Manton (1877-1949) at Newtown in 1907 
Date of Death: 27th December 1914 
Place of Death: Buried at Waverley Cemetery, Sydney. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RUTHVEN, Edward Southwell Gowrie (Lance Corporal) 

  
Service Number: 602 
Date of Birth: 26th February 1880 
Place of Birth: Port Macquarie 
Unit: Imperial Bushmen 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901 
Parents: Edward Southward Gowrie Ruthven and Isabel Eliza Wilshire. 
Married: Ruby Kathleen Hilda Collings 7th September 1907 in Glebe 
Date of Death: 28th August 1946 
Place of Death: Petersham. Buried Waverley. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure of the NSW Imperial Bushmen, Sydney, February 1900 



RUTHVEN John Lowry (Jnr) (Trooper) 

 
Service Number: 641 
Date of Birth: 15th June 1881 
Place of Birth: ‘Gowrie’ Hastings River Port Macquarie 
Unit: 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles 
Date of Embarkation: 17th March 1901 
Embarked Ship: Custodian 
Parents: John Lowry Ruthven and Zilla Elizabeth Foxlowe Hosking 
Married: Ruby Cobcroft Paterson (1883-1952) at St Phillips Church, Church Hill,  
Sydney 18th April 1908 
Date of Death: 18th December 1956 
Place of Death: Double Bay. Cremated Northern Suburbs Memorial Gardens and 
Crematorium, North Ryde. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Troops of the 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles crossing the Orange River 

 

 

 



RUTHVEN John Lowry (Snr) 

Date of Birth: c1851 
Place of Birth: Paddington NSW 
Married: Zilla Elizabeth Foxlowe Hosking on 9th August 1871 and had 13 children  
Date of Death: 2nd October  1936 
Place of Death: Mosman, Sydney. Buried Waverley. 
Notes: Also known locally  as the ‘Earl of Gowrie.’ Commissioned by the Imperial 
Government to take a shipload of horses to South Africa. He contributed to the Hastings area 
in a variety of ways including establishing a sugar plantation and Mill in the 1870s on his 
Gowrie property where he built his home and also a bacon curing station at Gowrie, Ennis 
which he ran until it closed in 1893. He also built the houses ‘Arncliffe’, off Hill Street, Port 
Macquarie and ‘Ruthven Hill’. 
 
 
 
 

SPENCE, Michael Mervyn Macquarie ‘Mick’ (Trooper) 

  
Service Number: 1503 
Date of Birth: 14th October 1880 
Place of Birth: Port Macquarie 
Unit: Kitchener’s Horse 
Unit: 3rd Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse 
Date of Embarkation: 1st April 
Embarked Ship: Manhattan  
Arrival: 11th August 1902 
Parents: William Andrew and Elizabeth Spence (nee 
Mahoney) 
Date of Death: 1942 
Place of Death: Wyong 
Notes: Rejected by the army in Australia. Instead travelled 
overseas on a freighter taking horses to the war and joined the 
British Army. Wounded he was evacuated home. After he 
recovered he joined the Australian forces. He later served as a 
Private in WW1, service no. 2400 (see ‘They Crossed the 
Ocean’, Port Macquarie Hastings Library). His Grandfather 
Michael Spence arrived in Port Macquarie about 1833 and 
worked as a storekeeper and postmaster in the town. 
 



 
 



STEWART, James Arthur Wallace (Trooper) 

 
Service Number: 541 
Date of Birth: 28th January 1873 
Place of Birth: ‘Killivinning’, Maria River, Port 
Macquarie District 
Unit: 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles 
Date of Embarkation: 17th March 1901 
Embarked Ship: Custodian 
Arrival: 4th June 1902 
Parents: Clement and Margaret Stewart (nee Wallace) of ‘Cornbury Park’ Rollands Plains 
Married: Emily Anne Mackay (1875-1959) at Sydney in 1909 
Date of Death: 22nd October 1962 
Place of Death: Kyogle Memorial Hospital 
Notes:  He took part in the relief of Mafeking under Lord Baden-Powell. Had a dairy farm at 
Cawongla in the Kyogle district, and for many years led the ANZAC Day march at Kyogle. 
At one time had a property at Ballengarra. Following his return from South Africa he worked 
in Sydney. (See death notice PMN 6th November 1967 p.7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRIM, William Patrick (Private) 

 
Service Number: 631 
Date of Birth: 12th August 1880 
Place of Birth: Armidale 
Enlisted: 31st March 1900 
Unit: Imperial Bushmen 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901 in Sydney 
Parents: William John and Bridget Ann Trim (nee 
Fitzgerald) 
Married: Catherine Anne Nelson (1881-1926) in 
1906 in Sydney 
Date of Death: 5th April 1919 
Place of Death: South Balmain 
Notes: William completed his tour of duty and 
then returned home and opened a saddlers shop in 
Wauchope. He worked for 15 years prior to his 
death on the railways in Sydney. His parents 
operated the Tattersalls Hotel and later the Royal 
Hotel in Port Macquarie (1901). 
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WALSH, Christopher W. (Lance Corporal) 

 
Service Number: 2466 
Date of Birth: 26 November 1879  
Place of Birth: Beechwood  
Enlisted: 3rd Imperial Bushmen 
Arrival: 8 November 1901 
Parents: Francis and Catherine Walsh (nee Barrie) 
Married: Lucy Trueman in Sydney in 1912 and had seven 
children 
Date of Death: 2nd July 1962 
Place of Death: Port Macquarie 
Notes: His unit was formed at Transvaal on 4th May 1901. 
Christopher was invalided home in November 1901. Prior to 
the war he was a baker with his brother John in Kempsey. 
Later he was a ferry master at Blackman’s point. Obituary 
(PMN 12 July 1962 p.9)  
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WALSH, James (Trooper) Cape Special Police 

 
Service Number: 66 
Date of Birth: October 1869 
Place of Birth: Port Macquarie 
Unit: 3rd NSW Imperial Bushmen 
Parents: Francis and Catherine Walsh (nee Barrie) 
Married: Married in South Africa 
Date of Death: 1953 
Place of Death: South Africa 
Notes: Before the war he was a carpenter and travelled to South Africa prior to 1900 
 
 
WALSH, John (Corporal) 
 
Service Number:  
Date of Birth: 9th May 1874 
Place of Birth: East Kempsey 
Enlisted: Joined in South Africa 
Unit: 2nd  NSW Mounted Rifles 
Date of Embarkation: possibly 21 March 1901 
Arrival: 4th June 1902 
Parents: Francis and Catherine Walsh (nee Barrie)     
Married: Theresa Adelaide O’Doherty (1881-1958) 
on 5th April 1905.  
Date of Death: 25th June 1957 
Place of Death: Ashfield 
Notes: Prior to the war he was a baker at Wauchope and 
steam/marine engineer. On his return to the Hastings he 
worked on the tug ‘Undaunted’ as an engineer, on Blackman’s point ferry and later on his 
own launches ‘Shamrock’ and ‘Ostra’ providing a delivery service of cream supplies between 
farmers and the Port Macquarie Butter Factory. 
 
 
 

WILLIAMS, T - not found 

Notes: Only mention is in a letter in the Port Macquarie News, written from South Africa, 
mentioning that he may be going to hospital. The letter is from T. Williams, Camden Haven. 
The letter mentions Saul, who is possibly Saul Williams. 

 
 



 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Troop ships heading to South Africa. On the right is the transport ship ‘Custodian’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix One 
 

Other local men who served in the South African Wars but who are not listed on the 
memorial.  
 
 
BUNTINE, Robert (Doctor) 
 
Notes: The brother of Reverend H.S. Buntine, a Presbyterian Minister who was serving in 
Port Macquarie at the time. 
 

 

CLIFFORD, George (Private/Lance Corporal) 

Notes: - not found 
 

 

 

 

 

CONDON, James 

 
Notes: migrated for business to South Africa before war commenced and was caught up in 
the conflict. 
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COOK, William Frederick (Private) 
 
Service Number: 512 
Date of Birth: 21st June 1878 
Place of Birth: Sydney 
Enlisted: Light Horse 
Date of Embarkation: 23rd April 1900 
Embarked Ship: Armenian 
Departure Ship: Orient 
Arrival: 17th July 1901 to Sydney 
Parents: Joseph Blain and Mary Selina Hawthorne Cook (nee White) 
Married: Ada Knowles 
Date of Death: 26th May 1960 
Place of Death: Port Macquarie 
Notes: Met his future wife in South Africa where she was working as a nurse  
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KENT, Ernest 

Date of Birth: 6th December 1876 
Place of Birth: Birmingham, England 
Parents: John Henry and Ann Alithea Kent (nee Totty) 
Married: Ruby Alice Groom in Eden, N.S.W. 30th May 1903 
and had 13 children 
Date of Death: 15th July 1962 
Place of Death: Port Macquarie 
Notes:  Joined the British army to fight in South Africa. Came 
to Australia in 1902 and was soon followed by his future wife 
Ruby Alice Groom. Later lived at Comboyne, Wauchope, and 
eventually Port Macquarie. He worked at the Old Butter 
Factory at Comboyne and introduced ice cream to the area.  
Obituary PMN 19th July 1962 p4 
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McCROSSIN, John Alexander (Trooper) 

 
Service Number: 1994 
Date of Birth: 1883 
Place of Birth: Uralla 
Unit: 3rd NSW Mounted Rifles 
Date of Embarkation: March 15th 1901 
Embarked Ship: Maplemore 
Married: Ellen May Apted (1881-1973) 
Date of Death: 14th November 1939 (SMH) 
Place of Death: Bondi 
Notes: Son of William Samuel and Marion Argyle McCrossin (nee Mulholland) 
Notes: Also spelt McCrossan in some sources. He was a relieving Post Master at Wauchope 
when he enlisted as a telegraph Operator serving under R. N. Cadden 
 

 
 

McLENNAN, T 

Notes: Listed in Manning Newspapers as being from Bulga/Ellenborough. 

 
 

MARTIN, Sydney Edgar (Corporal) 

Notes: Served in the Boer War with the 1st New South Wales Mounted Rifles and was 
invalided home on 8th October1901. While not a local, he is mentioned in some local 
publications as his brother Francis George Martin married Laura Annie Blair of Port 
Macquarie in 1893. 
 
 
 
McWILLIAMS, T  
Notes: He was mentioned in PMN as being from Rollands Plains.   
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O’DONNELL, Eugene Dudley 

 
Date of Birth: 1881 
Place of Birth: Vegetable Creek, N.S.W. 
Enlisted: Joined in South Africa 
Unit: Kitchener’s Light Horse 
Embarked Ship: Australian 
Parents: Daniel Maurice and Jane O’Connell (nee Rankin) 
Married: Margaret Meaney Chapman (1878-1966) 
Date of Death: 1956 
Place of Death: Chatswood 
Notes: Not accepted by the Australian authorities, he travelled overseas and enlisted with 
the British Army. His sister Elizabeth married Alexander Blair Butler of Port Macquarie.  
His travels over to the war and his return were published in letters to Port Macquarie News. 
 
 
WILLIAMS, Saul 
 
Notes: Believed to be brother of T. Williams who mentioned him in a letter home from 
Myerton South Africa saying he may go to hospital  

 

WOODLANDS, Arthur Douglas 
 
Date of Birth: 28th October 1877 
Place of Birth: (near) Wauchope:  
Embarked Ship: s.s. Moravian 
Date of Embarkation: 14th April  
Parents: Richard and Elizabeth 
Woodlands (nee Boltwood) 
Married: Clara Amies (1879-1948)  
10th July 1909 at Ashfield. Divorced 
November 1932. 
Date of Death: 5th October 1947 
Place of Death: Liverpool. Buried at 
Rookwood 8th October 1947. 
Notes: Enlisted in World War One Service No. 2489. Noted on his enlistment papers that  
he was in the Royal Engineers in the South African War. No record has been found to date  
of his service in South Africa. 
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Appendix Two 
 
 
 

Southern Africa showing boundaries, main rivers, railways and major 
towns 1899-1902 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Appendix Three 
 
 
 

New South Wales Contingents to the South African Wars 
1899-1902 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Appendix Four 

Medals Issued 

Australians served in the Boer War, initially as members of the State Colonial forces 
and after Federation with Commonwealth units. Others who were unable to join 
Colonial or Commonwealth units enlisted in forces raised by other nations including 
Britain and South Africa. 

Two campaign medals were issued for the Boer War during this period – the 
Queen’s South Africa Medal and, after the death of Queen Victoria, the King’s South 
Africa Medal. Eligible Australians were awarded one or two medals according to their 
period of service. 

 

 

Queen’s South Africa medal 

 

Description 

The Queen’s South Africa Medal was awarded for service in the 
Boer War in South Africa. The Australian colonies raised units 
and a number of Australians who were not able to join Australian 
units enlisted in British and South African units. 

Design 

The medal is a silver and bronze medal with the crowned and 
veiled head of Queen Victoria on the obverse. 

The reverse has Britannia with a flag in her left hand holding out a 
laurel wreath to a party of advancing soldiers. In the background 
are two warships. Below the wreath the dates ‘1899-1900’ are 
shown. Around the top are the words ‘SOUTH AFRICA’. 

Ribbon 

The ribbon has a broad orange central stripe flanked by two dark blue stripes and red edges. 

 

 



King’s South Africa medal 

 

Description 

Following Queen Victoria’s death during the South 
African War, King Edward VII authorised a medal to be 
awarded to all who were serving in South Africa on or 
after 1 January 1902, and who would complete 18 
months’ service before 1 June 1902. The medal was never 
issued alone, but always with the Queen's Medal. 

Design 

The medal is silver with the bust of King Edward VII on 
the obverse. The reverse is the same as the Queen's South 
Africa Medal. 

Ribbon 

The ribbon has stripes of green, white and orange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images and text courtesy Australian Government Defence 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Source: Australian Town & Country Journal 11th November 1903 p.35 
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