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Foreword 
Over the years many people from Christian commtulities have shared a 
vision to provide settings for leisure as well as group and personal 
reflection. These become sacred p laces where Christian education, 
teaching and worship are among the range of activities. This publication 
recognizes the generous gifts and various contributions made towards 
the vision of such a place at Bonny Hills. 

Many who participated in the vision are unnamed, though it is intended 
that people be named where possible1 so that the special contribution 
they have made can be honoured. Many of these are now deceased, 
however among this community are those who fondly remember them 
and their contribution as the visionaries of the heritage we hold dear. 

h1 the 1980' s, the Mid North Coast Presbytery gifted the site to be 
managed by the Uniting Church Synod. In 20141 following a review, it 
was agreed by the Presbytery that Laurieton-Bonny Hills congregation 
merge its worship services at Laurieton. This would facilitate the whole 
site being put up £or sale. The closing date was set for 29 March 2015. 

In preparing to share the combined story of the Uniting Church 
Conference Centre/Uniting Venues site with the story of the Bonny Hills 
Uniting Church1 I have relied on research of local newspapers and 
personal anecdotes as well booklets previously published for special 
celebrations. These include: Mrs Raye Williams notes entitled "T11e 
Histon; af the Uniting Church, Bonny Hills 1959-2000" ; Noel E. 
Mansfield's "A short History of the Bonny Hills Christian Families' Summer 
Camp from 1972 to 2007"; and Rev Bn1ce Westbrook's "The StonJ of the 
Bonny Hills Church" 1 and the '' History of the Bonny Hills Church". 

Others who contributed information, personal research or in reading the 
draft manuscript are Rev Noel Mansfield, Rev Bruce Westbrook, Barry 
Jennings (Presbytery archivist), Janet and Brian Wilson, Jolm & Marilyn 
Stone, Pastor David Freeman, Helen & Greg Christie and Robyn 
Richardson. To each, I extend personal thanks. Ian Richardson 
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Preface 

At the end of the 1950's, the Central North Coast District Synod of the 
Methodist Church was seeking to develop a permanent site for its youth 
camping programs. The Reverend Wyville Thompson, Port Macquarie 
Minister (1960-1965), proposed that the 7.5 acres of land being offered at 
Bonny Hills as a gift to the Methodist Church, be accepted as the ideal 
setting for this purpose. Rev Thomson mobilized resources from across 
the district. In August, 1961 he arranged a ceremony to lay the 
foundation stone. The vision for the Bonny Hills Youth Centre was born. 

At the Official opening of the buildings on site on 17 November 1962, it 
was dedicated as the Bonny Hills Youth Camp & Youth Training Centre. 
Methodist Worship services began there in 1963. At the official opening 
and dedication of the Caretaker's Cottage in August, 1966 it was called 
the Methodist Youth & Training Centre Bonny Hills. 

In April 1977, to honour the founder, a memorial stone was unveiled 
renaming the site as The Wyville Thomson Memorial Youth & Conference 
Centre, Bonny Hills. On 22nd June of that year, its governing body became 
the Uniting Church in Australia, Presbytery of the Mid North Coast. 

The Official opening of the Bonny Hills 01apel was celebrated in 
February1985.Work was beginning on preparing to erect the Assembly 
Hall. In July 1986, the Service of Dedication of the Ivan Meldrum Hall was 
held. It was at thls time that the agreement with the Mid North Coast 
Presbytery was finally reached for the Uniting 01urch Board of 
Education to assu1ne full responsibility of the site. 

A major upgrade took place in the following year, 1987 and the site re
named the Uniting Church Conference Centre, Bonm; Hills now under the 
governance of the Uniting Church in Australia (NSW Synod) Board of 
Education. Meanwhile, the Bonny Hills Uniting Church, as part of the 
Camden Haven Parish with Kendall & Laurieton, changed in 2006 to 
become the Laurieton-Bonny Hills Uniting Church. 
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There was a move in 2010 to have a single board for Education and 
Mission, known as Uniting Mission and Education within the Synod of 
NSW and the ACT. Meanwhile, the site was renamed Uniting Venues, 
Bonny Hills to be consistent with name changes of the other Conference 
Centre sites in Sydney. The closure of Uniting Venues, Bonny Hills 
became effective on 30 November, 2014. 

The vision for a sacred site serving youth and the community in Bonny 
Hills and far beyond across NSW, had been supported generously for 

fifty five years. * 

Ian Richardson grew up in the Taree district and completed tertiary studies at 
Sydney University, Griffith (Qld) and University of Technology, Sydney. He worked 
in secondary education in NSW & the ACT and in Christian education and 

chaplaincy for the Uniting Church. He was Director of the ELM Centre, North 
Parramatta from 1991 to 2002, He & his wife Robyn live in retirement at Bonny Hills. 
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THE BONNY HILLS YOUTH CENTRE & UNITING CHURCH: 
KEY EVENTS AND VISIONS, 1960-2015 

1. Pre-1960. Rev Wyville Thomson had had earlier appointments at 
Bangalow and Alstonville. ln 1960, Rev Thomson was stationed by the 
Methodist Conference, in Port Macquarie. In 1945, he h ad suffered 
terrible injuries, as an enlisted man in a rail accident and for 20 years 
he was graded as Totally & Permanent Incapacitated. This fact makes 
the following sequence of events, all the more remarkable. 

In the 1950's, there were various youth movements. The Methodist 
Crusader Movem.ent was one. Local show grounds were being used as 
temporary facilities for organized youth camps. Rev Wyville Thomson 
had been part of volunteer laboring work force on a Bangalow Camp 
venture (in Northern NSW) to provide a permanent place for these 
weekend camping activities for youth. This was to fire his v ision to 
create a camp site at Bom1y Hills ,1 

We know also that the Methodist Church already had a block of land 
in Ocean Drive, Green Hills(later re-named Bonny Hills when the 
issue of securing a Post Office was resolved) on which it was hoped 
that a Methodist Church would be built. 

2. 1947 (su, September) The Port MacquaTie Circuit of the Methodist 
01urch was offered and then gifted a parcel of land in Green Hills for 
the purpose of establishing a Methodist Church. This was Lot 48 
(which, from Lands Department records, appears to be house block 
nwnber 990) on the lower side of Ocean Drive between Suters Street 
and Panorama Drive. This land was owned by Albert David Suters. 
(1947 cont.) Green Hills was favoured, especially by Wauchope 
people, for vveekender type accommodation but there was no church 
building there. 

There is a record of this gift in the Port Macquarie Circuit Minutes. It 

1 Port Macquarie News, Thursday 14 April 1977 "A Great Minister'' Reporting on the unveiling of 
The Wy ville Thomson Memorial & re-naming of the Centre in his honour. 
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is confirmed in a letter from Rev R.A. Doust, Methodist Conference 
Secretariat on 14 November 1952, to Rev Chari.es Wheeler, the then 
Minister of Port Macquarie.2 When subsequently a larger site was 
chosen, this block was eventually sold to a p rivate buyer. 

3. 1959-60. The Mid North Coast District Synod w as actively searching 
for a permanent Camp site. The President of the NSW Conference of 
the Methodist Church, the Rev A J Keeling had personally directed 
the establishment of a Youth Camp at Bangalow (Far North Coast) 
and was wanting a site to be found on the Mid North Coast.3 

4. (1960) Rev Wyville Thomson was stationed in Port Macquarie from 
1960 to the end of 1965. He conducted the first recorded service of 
worship at Bonny Hills on the block of land on the corner of Ocean 
Drive and Graha1n Street. 

A photo records those present as the Minister: Rev Wyville Thomson, 
and Organist: Mrs Elsie McCabe together with families of Ian & Tara 
Adamson, Bob & Doris Bulley, Mr & Mrs Eggert, Ivor&Gladys 
Hopkins, Jolm & Elsie McCabe, Cyril & Joyce Prout (& daughter 
Helen Smith), Bill & Iris Welsh & others including several unnamed 
children. 

It is on record that Bill & Tris Welsh had agreed to donate approx 7.5 
acres of his land as a youth can1p site. News of this offer delighted, 
Rev A J Keeling. Intense activity followed to gain promises from 
across the district to supply the resources needed to commence. 

5. 1960-61. Rev Wyville Thomson took every opportunity at services 
and public functions, to obtain the support of local govenunent 
officials, church members from across the district and potential 
donors of the project. 

2 Resea rch of Methodist records and Lands Department Documents by Barry Jennings, Archivist for 
Mid North Coast Presbytery and a current member of Port Macqua6e Uniting Cht.ttch. 
3 Port Macquarie News, Thursday 31 Aug 1961 'Methodist President- Camp foundation Stone" p.1 
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6. 1961(1:farch) The Builder's plans for the 'Mess' Hall, kitchen & store 
rooms were drawn up by Mr Albert Eggins. He personally donated an 
existing shed on his Moorland property. Other second hand building 
m aterials were being sought for two dormitories & shower & toilet 
blocks. A progress hall, from Hibbard (Port Macquarie) was 
advertised for sale. The church's tender w as accepted and a house 
from Port Macquarie were also acquired. 

Logs were donated to be transpo1ied and milled. It was a huge 
operation costing 16,000 pounds.4 Yet, at the time of the opening, it 
w as estimated that the cost was only 2,500 pounds, after deducting the 
donations which had been received to that date and the contributions 
of voluntary service. 

7. 1961 (27th August) A Foundation Stone laying ceremony for the 
Bonny Hills Youth Camp was held. This signified the beginning of the 
w ork on the site. Des Welsh, representing his father, Bill Welsh 
handed over the gift of the land. Regrettably, this gift w as not 
included in the will of Mr Welsh Sm, and there w ere subsequent legal 
issues that had first to be resolved before the registration of the Title 
deeds in the name of the Methodist Church w as completed. 

8. 1962 (4th October) Rev Gloster & Mrs Joy Udy conducted the first 
Methodist Crusader Camp over the October long weekend camp at 
Bonny Hills. The program also included a public rally at Ritz Theatre 
in Port Macquarie5 

9. 1962 (17th November) The Bonny Hills Youth Camp and Training 
Centre was officially opened. 
Local newspapers carried fron t page stories. The Centre was 
dedicated by Senior Naval chaplain Rev Graydon C Sw ain and 
opened by Rev Wyville Tho1nson. The vision for using the facilities 
welJ in developing strong Christian character and citizenship was 
endorsed.6 

1 Hastings Shi.re Gazette, Thursday 16 Mar d11961 
5 Port Macquarie News, Thursday,4 October 1962 'Who's at the door?" p.1 
• Port Macquarie News, Tuesday 20 November 1962 'We should make full use of these buildings" p,l 
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The Camp site was managed by a Committee of Mjnisters and lay 
people from surrounding circuits. This included work of continued 
improvements and maintenance1 as well as taking bookings. During 
his seven years in Port Macquarie from 1966, the Rev Bruce 
Westbrook was the Secretary. Among other duties, he remembers 
having to arrange milk, meat & other supplies from Laurieton through 
to Port Macquarie. 

10. 1963. The First Methodist Church Services at the Bonny Hills 
Youth Camp and Training Centre site began monthly in the 'Mess 
Hall' .7 Methodist Ministers from Port Macquarie and Wauchope, as 
well as local (lay) preachers conducted worship there for 21 years, 
through until the completion of building of the Chapel in June 1983.8 

Ministers taking the services included Rev Wyville Thompson, Rev 
Lindsay Miller, Rev Ross Lay, Rev Alan Palmer, Rev John Weston, 
Rev Vic Neideck, Rev David Bakhsh and Rev Tim Gee. 

Individuals or families who attended these services in the early years 
were: Les & Noelene Abbott, Doris Bulley, Ruby Campbell, Les & 
Frankie Clarke, Ted & Melva Cook, Norma Dywer, Elaine Elliott, 
Alma Eltham, Jean & Robbie Ernest, Lex Forster, Coral Heywood, 
Mabel Hunt, John & Mavis Knight, Evelyn Lamb, Allan & Val 
Levison, Ted & Simone Mason, Steve & Kath Masters, George & Jean 
Poulton, Cyril & Joyce Prout, Les & Heather Richmond, Bob 
Smallwood, Gordon & Raye Williams and Heather Webb. 

11. 1963. The Crusader Movement, Order of Knights, MYF (Methodist 
Youth Fellowship) as well as other Church youth camps (eg. Christian 
Endeavour) were conducted fhroughout the year, especially on Easter 
and long weekends. 

' Williams, Raye (2000) "The History of the Uniting Church, Bonny Hills 1959-2000" unpublished. 
Monthly services continued till November 1976 when they were held fortnightly. 
8 Westbrook, Rev Bruce (2012} "The Story of the Bonny Hills Church'' ppl-2 
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12. 1965. A cottage in Clarence Street., Port Macquarie owned by Mr 
Fred Beavis9 was to be demolished to make way for construction of 
the Mid Pacific Hotel. He donated it to be re1noved and used as a 
Caretaker's Cottage at Bonny Hills. Later (1987) it was moved to the 
north eastern side of the property when the re-development of the 
units with en-suite bathrooms took place. 

13. 1966. (6thAugust) The Official opening & Dedication of the 
Caretaker's Cottage. The dedication of the Cottage was by the Rev Bill 
Hardie. He was Minister of Taree District & Chairman of the Central 
Mid North Coast District Synod. The opening was performed by Rev 
W DE Thompson. The building had been supervised by Alan Dnuy 
of Taree with help of many volunteers.10 

14. 1966. (30th August) Much of the catering of the early camps was 
done by Maud Suters and Lily Trotter of Port Macquarie. Brian & 

Janet Wilson were invited by the Mid North Coast Methodist District 
Synod to live in the Caretaker's cottage and take on the caretaking role 
of the campsite . Their ministry together was deeply appreciated. Brian 
continued his week-day job as well as doing the grounds. Janet took 
can1p bookings, arranged for purchasing camp provisions, welcomed 
and explained the rules to campers, collected fees as well as being the 
resident caterer and cook. Campers were responsible for washing up 
their own utensils. They were rostered for kitchen wash up, and 
cleaning rooms and amenities on departure. There were many mid 
week bookings fron1 schools as well as weekend bookings for church 
youth or family camps. Crusader Cainps swelled numbers over public 
holiday weekends. The growing demand necessitated the building of 
double bunk beds in each of the dormitories. The Wilsons continued 
in these roles for a total of 17 years until July 1983.11 

15. 1971. TI1e members of Bonny Hills Camp's Committee became 
Trustees. The inaugu.tal trustees were: Rev John Ched wiggen 
(Chairman), Rev Bruce Westbrook (Secretary), Alan Drury, Noel 

9 Westbrook, Rev Bruce (2009) "The History of the Bonny Hills Church" p.2 
10 Official opening & Dedication of the Caretaker's Cottage.(6 Aug. 1966) Published booklet 
11 Janet Wilson, a resident of Cessnock, personal commwucation. 
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Emerton, David Sexton and Rev Noel Mansfield. Legal arrangements 
to complete the transfer of deeds of the property were ongoing. Late 
in 1971 these were finalized, so that Bonny Hills then became the 
property of the Mid North Coast District Synod of the Methodist 
Church. 12 

16. 1971 (25th April) Rev Wyville Thompson passed away. After Port 
Macquarie until 1971, he had served in Malvern Hill, Croydon NSW. 
The President of the NSW Methodist Conference the Rev A J Keeling 
described hi1n as 'one of the greats' of Methodist ministry. 

17. 1972. Although cam.ps were being successfully run, an audit of the 
property revealed many short comings. A renewed vision in 1972 
gave a new impetus to upgrade all of the facilities. The Central Mid 
North Coast District Conunittee began to publicise the youth camp 
widely, hoping for churches & community groups to make more use 
of it. Bookings from across the region and from schools outside the 
region did increase. 

18. 1972 Oanuary) Fa1nilies coming for summer holidays were invited 
to assist in work parties. This was the beginning of the Bonny Hills 
Christian Summer Camp. Campers were ~also invited to participate in 
shared leisure and special worship activities, including New Year's 
Eve celebrations. Responsibility for bookings and giving oversight to 
the Sum1ner ca1np was taken on by Rev Noel and Alma Mansfield. 

Those wishing to come were told of the special arrangements, m 
which they may choose to participate. Ca1npers had shared access to 
the kitchen, space for then· provisions, cool room and freezer facilities. 
They tmderstood there was a no alcohol policy that was strictly 
enforced. (see also 2007 for the 35th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Bonny Hills Christian Sum.m.er Camp) 

12 Mansfield, Noel E. (2007) '' A Short :History of the Boru,y Hills Christian Families' Summer Camp
'72-'07'' p8. 

These ~rrangements continued for 41 years until January 2013 when 
the campsite ceased accepting bookings. From the early 2000's, 
management of enquiries for bookings and of the Camp itself were 
undertaken by Mrs Kylie Seal (nee Mansfield). 

19. 1972-1980. Working bees were held during in the January periods 
and on other occasions. Facilities were significantly improved 

20. 1977(11 th April) The Trustees agreed that a plaque would be placed 
on a large rock at the site. The centre was re-named The Wyville 
Thomson Memorial Conference Centre as a tribute to the inspirational 
leadership and work of Rev. Wyville Tho1nson. The plaque read: 

,/,Behind every worthwhile institution is the shadow of a great man" 
as a result of a dream and under the inspiration of the late Wyville 
Thompson, this place was built to the glory of God for worship and 
for fellowship of young people. In honour of his life, devotion and 
sacrificial work, we dedicate this property as 'The Wyville Thomson 
Memorial Conference Centre' 

21. 1977 (22ndJune)The inauguration of the Uniting Church in 
Australia took place. The Parish of Camden Haven (with preaching 
places at Laurieton, Kendall & Bonny Hills) was constituted as part of 
the Mid North Coast Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia 
(NSW Synod). While there was to be a continuing Presbyterian 
Church in Port Macquarie, the Presbyterian congregation in 
Wauchope District voted to unite. The Ministec the Rev Eric Main, 
stayed as the Uniting Church Minister at Wauchope while the 
Methodist Minister, Rev Tim Gee, accepted a call to be the Uniting 
Church Minister of the Parish of Camden Haven. 

22. 1978 (May) A Fellowship group for Bonny Hills (women & men) 
was formed. This group undertook major fundraising events with a 
view to havi.J.1g a separate place of worship. 
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23. 1982. Rev David Robinson had replaced Rev Tim Gee as Minister 
of the Camden Haven Parish . Discussion had begun on having a 
separate place of worship. The Camden Haven Parish Council made a 

submission to the Uniting Church Board of Finance and Property for 
permission to locate a church building on part of the The Wyville 
Thomson Memorial Conference Centre site. This was agreed, with the 
Synod retaining title of the land13 and negotiations continued to 
purchase the former Presbyterian Church hall at Lake Cathie with 
funds provided by the generosity of a local family. 

24. 1983. The Presbytery of the Mid North Coast made an approach to 
the Uniting Church Board of Education for the Board to take over 
responsibility for staffing, maintenance and bookings of the Centre. 
However, the site would continue to be run by the Management 
Committee, the Chainnan of which was Ted Mason. An agreement 
was later formalized that provided for mutual benefits and conditions 
under which the property could be returned to the Presbytery. The 
changeover was completed in 1986.u 

25. 1983 (January).The marshy site for the church required over 70 cu 
metres of solid fill. The building had been purchased for $800(approx) 
and was transported by road ($3,000). Many volunteers worked on the 
vestry, the kitchen, the wall paneling of the sanctuary wall and the 
large wooden cross (built by Alan Levison), painting and the car park. 
Council approval for occupation was given in June that year. 

26. 1983 Gifts of furnishings included: Pulpit, Communion Table, the 
font, hymnbook cupboard & vestry cupboard from Wauchope 
Churches; hymnbook table from Kendall Methodist Church; lectern 
made by George Poultoni lectern bible given by family of James 
Webb; pulpit Bible & reacting light by the Smallwood fa:mily; chalice 
and communion plates by Simone Mason & Jean Ei-nesti Wall clock 
and Hymn books by the Fellowship; 

1a All land titles of Uniting Church properties in NSW and the ACT were held by the Synod, within 
the agency known then us the Board of Finance and Property now Uniting Resources. 
14 Mansfield, Noel E. (2007) "A short History of the Bonny HilJs Christian Families' S1.anmer 
Camp:1972-2007" p2 
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The wall hanging of the church logo by the Levisons & Communion 
books produced by Marie Westbrook. A piano was purchased. 
Other furnishings were added later. A wall hanging was made by Val 
Levison, tapestry by Meryl Hutchinson and offering plates by Ina 
Williams. 

Many others contributed generously and provided much in the way 
of willing work. Over the following months, materials for lining the 
builcting were obtained and fitted. The roof painting was cmnpleted 
by George, Alan & Russ Saunders. Th e external timber was 
sandblasted and the external & jnternal surfaces p ainted by George 
and Ron Napper. Toilets we1·e added (plwnbing work by Rev Jim 
Newman). In later years, the church was repainted by Eric Carter and 
a metal garden shed was donated by George Poulton.15 (see 1985, for a 
note on the building of the pews.) 

27. 1983 (June). The first service within the Bonny Hills Chapel was 
a memorial service for the mother of Simone Mason & Jean Ernest 
(Mrs Alma Eltham).16 

28. Families who worshipped in the new Bonny Hills chapel now on a 
weekly basis were: Les & Noelene Abbott, Doris Bulley, Ruby 
Ca1npbell, Les & Frankie Clarke, Ted & Melva Cook, Norma Dywer, 
Elaine Elliott, Lex Forster, Coral Heywood, Mabel Hunt, John & Mavis 
Knight, Evelyn Lamb, Allan* & Val* Levison, Ted*& Simone* Mason, 
Steve & Kath Masters, George* & Jean* Poulton, Les* & Heather* 
Richmond, Bob Smallwood,Gordon & Raye Williams,Heather Webb, 
Jean*& Robbie Ernest. (Jean Ernest was the organist for 23 years.) 
*These Persons elected Elders & Representatives to Parish Council. 

29. 1983 (9u, July) John Stone commenced as Resident Manager with 
his wife Marilyn as Booking Secretary for tl1e Wyville Thomson 
Memorial Conference Centre. Between 1983 and 2010, during the 
time John Stone was resident Centre manager, many changes and 

15 A Brief 1-:listory of U,e Bonny Hills Chapel" n994) Historic details Oamtary to June) were included 
in the publication of the Order of Service for the 10th Anniversary celebrations on 20 February, 1994. 
•• Westbrook, Rev Bruce (2012) ''The Story of the Bonny Hills Church" p.2 
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improvements took place. Initially, the wood fuelled boiler,, affection
ately known as the "Donkey'', 17 which had supplied the centre's hot 
water for nearly 20 years, was replaced by solar hot water pan.els 
and then later by gas heating. 

Later, advice was received that an elderly resident of a Camden 
Haven Aged Care village wished to contribute part of his estate to the 
ministry of The Wyville Thomson Memorial Conference Centre. An 
amount of $110,000 was received. 

30. 1983 The Rev Dr Geoff Cummins, who had been in placement in 
Port Macquarie, had been conducting, by request of congregations, 
Elder training in some areas across the State. In November, Geoff 
would receive a call to ministry in a key role within the Synod. 

31. With the change in positions of Rev John Mavor & Rev John 
Mallison18 within the Board of Education, Rev Cummins was called to 
take up the position of General Secretary. He had particular 
sensitivities for the history of the site. In 1987 (08 December) in the 
letter to Rev Noel Mansfield, Arthur Gullick, the Executive Officer of 
the Uniting Church Conference Centres, first used the term the ' Bonny 
Hills Conference Centre of the Uniting Church' indicating a name change 
consistent with all the other sites in NSW. 

11 A record in the Synod Report of 1963 from the Central Coast Methodist District, attributes Mr A 
Midson, of Port Macquarie for the gift of the Donkey Water Heating Engine, an essential part of 
camp life. There are many stories told of 'the donkey'. 
is Rev John E Mavor was the General Secretary of the Board of Education(NSW/ACT) and driving 
force behind State and National Youth programs (including those at Bonny 1-'Iills), especially the 
National Christian Youth Convention (NCYC). He was President of the National Assembly in 1997-
2000. In January, 1999 in the Australia Day Honours list, Rev Dr John Edward Mavor A.M.(General 
Division) was recognised for "services to the Uniting Church and lhe International Community 
through AUSTCARE, the Australian Com.mission of Overseas Aid 11

• 

Rev John Mallison was Methodist Youth Director for NSW and later the founding Director of the 
ELM Centre at North Parramatta. John, a former Moderator ('83-'84) in NSW/ACT is remembered as 
an outstanding Christian Educator. He attended and spoke at Bonny Hills on several occasions. In 
January 2003 Rev Dr John Mallison AOM was recognised for ''Services in establishing the Port 
Kembla Nursing Service (1960) and the Newcastle Youth Service (1965) and innovative church 
leadership". John was also awarded an honorary doctorate of theology from the Australian College of 
Theology for a substantial contribution to theological learning and for a notable contribu tion to the 
life and work of the church. 
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The first Methodist Church Service 
at Bonny Hills c 1960. 

Opening of the Methodist Youth Centre 
17 November, 1962 

Unveiling Memorial stone & Dedication 
11 April, 1977. 

Laying of the Foundation Stone 
27 August, 1961 

Rev Wyville Thompson 
speaking at the Opening. 

Rev Thomson performing the opening. 
17 November, 1962 



One of the two dormitories, 1962. 

Upgraded kitchen, 1986 

Trustees and Uniting Church Synod staff 
finalise the agreement for new governance 
arrangement. 12 July, 1986 

......_ 
Double bunk beds, added in 1972. 

Construction of the Assembly hall, 1985. 

David Sexton, Ivan Meldrum 
& Ted Mason at the Hall opening 

12 July, 1986 

} 
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Work on the vestry & kitchen, 1983 

Harvest festival, November 1997 

Jenny Schouten with children in her Rob Schouten with KUCA Nov 1997 
out-door classroom, 1997 

..-.--

Presbytery Youth volunteers, 1986 Fun activities at the Conference Centre 



New hall brought on site 
.... ' ~ 

Ted & Barbara Rogers enjoying one 
of many Fellowship outings 

Marie & Rev Bruce Westbrook 

Bonny Hills Church, January 2014 

Commissioning of Cherice Anquetil Jan. 2010 

Rev Bruce Westbrook celebrates 
the Sacrament at his Jubilee March 2013 

Market Day 

Reflecting on the future. January 2014 

32. 1984 (18th February) The Bonny Hills 'Chapel' was officially 
dedicated and opened by the Rev Frank Butler, General Secretary of 
the NSW Synod. He was assisted by Rev. Ossie Kadel, Chairperson of 
the Presbytery and the Reverend David Robinson, Parish minister 
(1982-'84). One hundred and forty people attended. 

33. 1984 A local businessman, Mr Ivan Meldrum located a pre
fabricated school building at Camden that would be suitable as an 
Assembly Hall for The Wyville Thomson Memorial Conference Centre' 
The all-aluminium building had been melted down from former 
World War 2 fighter planes. Delays in gaining approval from Hastings 
Council meant building work could not begin till the following year. 

34. 1985 (September) With Council approval, this additional building 
was available for use as the recreational hall, while the existing hall 
was permanently set up as a dining room and reading area. 

35. 1985 In the church, during the placement of the Minister Rev 
Malco1m Winder (he would retire in the same year through illness) 
Several new and more comfortable pews were added. These were cut 
to size at Wauchope and assembled by George Poulton and Wilf Boyle 
at Bonny Hills. The names of local families who donated them are 
inscribed on the plaques on each pew. 

36. 1986 (12 July) The Service of Dedication of the Ivan Meldrum 
Hall was held with a very large number attending. Mr Noel Emerton, 
a Trustee of the Committee of Management, who had given 
generously in donating electrical equipment and goods as well as his 
expertise as a licensed electrician, provided an historical resume. Rev 
Dr Geoff Cummins, General Secretary of the Board of Education 
shared the dedication and thanksgiving with Rev Noel Mansfield of 
the Grafton Parish. Mr Edmund Walker, General Secretary of the 
Board of Finance and Property unveiled the plaque and opened the 
new Hall. The increased space provided a much needed asset. 

Rev David Taylor, Presbytery Chairman and Mr Ted Mason, 
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Chairman of the Committee of Management, spoke highly of the 
many who had contributed m professional capacities, as trades' 
people and also the many who contributed in voluntary capacities. 
The building was officially named the Ivan Meldrum Hall. 

37. 1986-1991: Rev Helen Carratt was in placement as Minister of the 
Camden Haven Parish. New 1nembers to the congregation included 
Wilf &Josie Boyle, Eric & June Carter, Col & Olga Creswick, Alison 
Davy, Daplme Dickens, Isobel Ellis, Marge Higgins_, Shirley & Norm 
Hooper, Jack & Betty Johnstone, Jean Lester, Rene Macrae, Daniel & 
Andria Mistry, Frank & Ellie Pollard, Geoff & Heather Sainsbu1y, 
Russell & Nance Saunders, Raeleen Shelley, Margaret Webster, Ina 
Williams1 Rev Bruce & Marie Westbrook19. 

38. 1986 (August) The Bonny Hills Conference Centre was the venue 
for the first Mid North Coast Men's Emmaus Walk, followed two 
weeks later by Women's Walk. The Directors were Dr Cliff Powell & 
Mrs Christine Newman respectively. By the 25th Anniversary of the 
E1nmaus Walk, Mid North Coast in 2011, there had been 800 men & 
1118 women who had been sponsored as pilgrims. Over 3000 leaders 
had served. The Emmaus Walks No. 87 & No. 88 were concluded in 
2013 before moving to the Adventist Campsite at Stuart's Point. 

For 28 years, the Bonny Hills Conference Centre had the privilege & 
honour of accommodating and serving a total of 88 Men's and 
Women's "Walks", approximately 20 Chrysalis ''Flights" (for young 
people 18-24years) and one Alarga ''StrolY' (for persons with a 
disability) weekend. Each 'weekend' was conducted from Thursday 
night to Sunday afternoon. These programs were in addition to the 
many Emmaus training weekends as well. It was here, a part of the Body 
of Christ gathered and ministered through abundant serving, abundant love 
and abundant prayer; they blessed many and they ·were greatly blessed.20 

19 Williams, Raye (2000) "TI1e llistory of the Uniting Church, Bonny Hills 1959-2000'' unpublished. p.6 
20 Marilyri &John Stone, Manager 1983-2009 (personal communication) together with Pastor David 
Freeman provided details of the Emmaus Walks. 
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39. 1987 Plans by Bruce Taylor's Architectural Consulting firm had 
been approved by Hastings Council. Work began on the major 
upgrade of the Centre made financially possible through an 
anonymous generous bequest. Portion of this was subsequently used 
in upgrading the kitchen to a higher standard, which the Hastings 
Council had set. The concept of converting the two large dom1itories 
into individual cabins and adding bathrooms to each was presented 
by John Stone, when interviewed for the position. This came through 
his many years spent volunteering with Christian Youth Travel 
Association and the setup at the CYTA Co01na Lodge. 

The Manager's residence and one dorn1itory had been moved to the 
location of the other. The two existing dormitories were divided into 
six cabins each having an adjoining bathroom. This work was done 
using voltmtary labour by David Sexton, a former trustee & long time 
contributor to the site, and his son-in-law. Towards the end, smne 
paid trade's people were also used. The standard of fit-out which 
included carpeted floormg was commensurate of the time. One of 
the two original ablution blocks, now redundant, was demolished. 
The other was used as a makeshift laundry and tool shed. 

A manager's office and two leader's rooms with en-suites were 
included as part of the main hall. The two dorn1itories and both halls 
were joined together by covered walkways. External walls of each of 
the buildings were painted. This was followed by a major land
sea ping makeover of the entire centre. This re-develop1nent preceded 
the World Expo in Brisbane in 1988 and attracted bookings from 
busloads of tourists travelling to and from Brisbane. Jolm, in 
managing operations, as well as the catering, was supported by casual 
employees including his wife, Marilyn. 

40. 1990. (February) Stephen Nicholson, a staff person from Bundeena 
Conference Centre., took up the position of first assistant 
manager and remained for 1nany years. The Centre continued to 
require and support a 2nd full time person. The new commercial 
kitchen & high volume dishwasher were installed. This was a great 
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in1.provement for guests, who were no longer required to wash their 
own dishes. 

41. 1990. (Jrme) The manager's residence was upgraded with a new 
kitchen and bathroom and the entire inside of the cottage relined. The 
addition of a living room completed the construction. 

42. 1991. Rev Bruce Westbrook was invited to serve as Supply 
Minister of the Camden Haven Parish. 

43. 1991. Emmaus Chrysalis (or as they preferred 'Flights of 
Chrysalis') weekends began for young people aged 18-24 called 
Nineteen Chrysalis weekends were subsequently run. In all a total of 
322 young women, and 243 young men attended with Chrysalis team 
members totaling 460. 

Later, one Emmaus Alagra weekend was held for twenty seven 
persons with disabilities. A team of 100 able persons served them. 

44. In the mid 1990' s, Arthur Gullick was replaced by Doug Shoemark 
as Executive Officer of the Conference Centres. Since 1990, between 
them, they had the sad duty of closing-Centres in other Presbyteries, 
namely: Ballina (Far North Coast) & Coffs Harbour (North Coast), 
Cootamundra (Riverina); Lawson & Grose Vale (Parramatta-Nepean), 
Bundeena and Otford (Georges River). 

45. 1992-1996. Rev Bob Saw1ders was in placement as Minister of the 
Camden Haven Parish. New members to the congregation included: 
Cath Brown, Judith & Owen Dav ies, Barbara Denley, Edna Fisher, Ivy 
Hill, Pat Hinton, Ted & Merril Hutchison, Rev Jim & Jean Maclean, 
Clara & Derek March, Merv & Janie Myers, Bob & Pearl Oxspring, 
Noel & Wendell Spargo, Jean Tosh and Jenny & Jeff Tinsley. 

46. 1994 (20thFebruary) The 10th Anniversa1y dinner of the 
congregation of Bonny Hills Chapel was held in the Ivan Meldnun 
Hall. The Minister was Rev Bob Saunders. The guest preacher for the 
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accompanying Sunday service was Rev David Robinson. A "Brief 
History of the Bonny Hills Chapel" was included in the Order of 
Service. 

47. 1994. Re-n1.odelling of the Laurieton Church and constniction of 
the Laurieton Church Hall began, partly financed with a Synod 
Mission Resource grant. The new building was opened in 2005. 

48. 1995 (22nd November) The Parish Council Minutes recorded that 
the Rev Bob Saunders would ' Ask Presbytery to act to secure tenure of 
the Bonny Hills Church property by w ay of subdivision of the Bonny 
Hills property to meet future building and parking needs.' Meetings 
with the Board of Finance and Property (28 February, 1998) centred on 
the requirements for the area needed for the additional hall. Separate 
subdivision of the land was not considered necessary at the time. 

49. 1996 Rev Bruce Westbrook was again invited to serve as Supply 
Minister for six months. In 1997 Rev Samata Elia served as Minister 
then until 2000. 

50. 1997 Oanuary) The Bonny Hills 01ristian Families' Summer 
Camp,1972-1997 celebrated its 25th Am1iversary as part of the 
gathering of families for their annual holidays.21 

51. 1998-99 A tennis/basketball court and swimming pool were added 
to the Conference Centre. The dining room hall was painted inside, 
refurbished, carpeted and air-conditioned to a pleasing standard. 

52. 1999 The Hastings Council proposed that the road in front of the 
Church and Conference Centre be known as Saltwater Place. 
Representations of Marie Westbrook, with the support of Ken and 
Helen Smith, were made to Council. Subsequently, it was agreed to 
name the road '1Thomson Place" in me1nory of the fotu1der of the 
Centre, the late Rev Wyville Th01nson. 

ll In his p ubtication of (2007) "A shor t History of the Bqnny Hills Christian Families' Swnmer 
Camp:J972-2007" Rev Noel Mansfield provides in much more detail reminiscences of the personal 
contributions of many people associated with the site. 
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53. (2000)The Ivan Meldrum Memorial Hall was painted and carpeted 
and heating was installed with overhead fans for cooling. Later, a 
kitchen was installed at the rear of the recreational hall to pennit 
multiple hiring by smaller groups. The office was updated throughout 
the years with modem technical equipment in keeping with the times. 
Audiovisual equipment was purchased for guests requirements. 

54. 1999 (Easter).The 1997 National Assemby of the Uniting Church 
resolved to remove the 'parish' structures with their separate Parish 
Elders and Parish Councils and adopt more flexible 'One Church 
Councils' of single or linked Congregations. It was decided locally 
that Kendall, Bonny Hills and Laurieton would be linked through a 
Joint Management Committee. 

55. 2000. Rev Don Dn1ry served as Supply Minister of the Camden 
Haven Uniting Church linked congregations for 12 months. 

56. 2001. Greg and Helen Christie became actively involved in the 
Laurieton-Bonny Hills congregation. Greg and Helen w.ill go on to 
exercise leadership of the Church Council up until the closure in 2015. 

57. 2001. The adjacent large block of land on the Camp site to the west 
of the Th01nson Place road was purchased by the Synod. It included a 
house to be used as a second manager's residence. The garage on site 
would be turned into a two bedroom flat for guests and was known as 
the "Garden flat". 

58. 2001. Rev Alan Willoughby was invited to serve as Minister of the 
Camden Haven Parish. His placement continued until end of 2004, 

59. 2001. The KUCA (Kids in the UCA) monthly Friday night and 
Sunday groups c01nmenced under the leadership of Jenny and Rob 
Schouten. KUCA proved to be a very exciting and vibrant ministry of 
the Church. While many activities had to be conducted outdoors with 
makeshift furnishings, there was occasional access to the Conference 
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Centre f~cilities by arrangement with John and Marilyn Stone. The 
need for an additiona1 Church hall was soon evident. 

60. 2002 (March), Norma Priestley set up the Bonny Hills Friendship 
Group with the encouragement of Rev Alan Willoughby. 

61. 2003 There was a growing need for a meeting room or halt for 
which considerable monies had been raised. The need was more 
urgent as the KUCA (Kids in the UCA) group was growing and there 
was the potential for outreach programs. An application for a Synod 
Mission Grant for $65,000 was made and was successfuJ. With other 
preliminary costs to be covered, the building quotations received far 

exceeded the amount anticipated. Advice from the Executive officers 
of the Board of Education was to seek a further $50,000 which then 
enabled a transportable building from Tamworth to be brought on 
site. 

62. 2004 (July) The haJI/meeting room for outreach programs was 
located on site adjacent to the church. lt was purchased from Austam 
H01nes, Tamworth for $74,000. Strict requirements by Hastings 
Council and subsequent delays pushed the cost far beyond the 
original estimates. Ken & Helen Smith, assisted by many other 
volunteers, directed the project. (see 2009 for the dedication.) 

63. 2005-2007 Rev Stuart Mason accepted a call to serve as Intentional 
Interim Minister. His leadership and insights helped develop n1inistry 
strategies that would prepare the congregation to be moie self
sufficient in light of the fact that financial resources needed full time 
ordained ministry were decreasing. It was decided that Laurieton & 
(2005-2007 cont.) Bonny Hills congregations would remain linked. 
However, Kendall would be linked with the Presbytery. 

Greg & Helen Christie, and (Rebecca) Bee Arthur completed h·aining 
with the Presbytery as Lay Presiders of the Sacran1ents. 
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64. 2005 (February) An Interim Certificate of Occupancy for the new 
hall was granted by the Hastings (now Port Macquarie-Hastings) 
Council22. The decking and store room had been completed by 
volunteers under the supervision of Steve Schouten. Carpet .floor 
coverings and blinds were funded by the Fellowship. 

65. 2006. Nathan Smith & his wife Sarah and family move to the 
second manager's residence with Nathan taking on the role as the 
Assistant Manager. 

66. 2006. The Bonny Hills Church Youth group commences under the 
leadership of Steve Schouten and Ian Antequil. This was a very 
pr01nising minisby of the congregation. 

67. 2007. (January) The 45th Anniversary of the Camp site and the 35th 

Anniversary of the Bonny Hills Christian Summ.er Camp were held. 
In times of worship and fellowship, memories of the vision and goals 
of the founders and of the present day Conference Centre were 
shared. The occasion brought together friends of families with very 
long associations to the Bonny Hills camp site, as well as those 
fatnilies enjoying a leisurely holiday in this most beautiful & tranquil 
setting. 

68. 2007 Rev Clive Cook, formerly of the Synod of South Australia, 
accepted a call to serve as Resource and Supply Minister, a role shared 
between Kempsey & Laurieton-Bonn.y Hills. Though he will be 
remembered for his preaching, he experienced a recurrent illness and 
concluded his ministry here in 2008. 

69. 2007. (April) A major missional opportunity arose when 
Laurieton-Bonny Hills congregation was asked to join with the Port 
Macquarie congregation and the Uniting Church Conference Centres 
to sponsor drought affected families from the Ivanhoe area, offering 
them an expenses paid stay for a week at Bonny Hills. For each family 

ii The name was changed in 2005, to Port Macquarie-Hastings following a commw"lity stuvey, 
showing that many people thought that the new name would better reflect the area. 
Source: Wikipaedia: Port Macquarie-Hastings Collilcil - tTistory. 

22 

sponsore~, $1,250 needed to be raised. Through fund raising efforts 
and private donations, the congregations jointly raised $13,000. A 
dinner was also held at the Conference Centre. With the extra income 
from an auction of goods donated by local businesses, a further $8,000 
was raised. This proved to be a most exciting and memorable event as 
fifty one people, many not connected with a church, came and 
participated in an runazing range of activities. At the Church Service 
to 1nark the end of their holiday, beautiful expressions of gratitude for 
what that week had meant to them were received from all who took 
part.23 

70. 2009. (January) After a financial review, the Laurieton-Bonny 
Hills Uniting Church congregation voted to become lay led. Visiting 
preachers were used at least twice monthly, with lay leaders and 
preachers of the congregation have taken the other Sundays. Holy 
Communion services were conducted by Lay Presiders. The Pastoral 
Partners progran1 was used for the training of those invited to be 
pastoral carers of care groups at Laurieton & Bonny Hills. Urgent 
pastoral calls and hospital visitation was often attended to by Rev 
Bruce Westbrook. Funerals were similarly arranged to be taken by 
Rev Westbrook, Ministers from other congregations or trained lay 
leaders. 

71. 2009. (21-22 February) The 25th Anniversary Celebrations of 
Bonny Hills Congregation was held. The preacher was Rev Helen 
Carratt. This function included the Dedication of the Church Hall 
by the Rev Janet Dawson, Chairperson of Presbytery 

72.. 2009. The name of Bonny Hills Conference CentreJ would be 
changed to Uniting Venues, Bonny HHls consistent with changes to 
(2009 Cont.) Uniting Venues at North Parramattaf Namaaroo (Lane 
Cove National Park) and Elanora. 

73. 2010. (24 January) A presentation had been made by the Overseas 
Mission agency of the Uniting Church, Uniting World. Cherice 

13 Westbrook, Rev Bruce (2009) 11 A History of the Bonny Hills Uniting O1urch11 p.13 
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Anquetil, had offered and was accepted to serve a 'gap year' after her 
Higher School Certificate. In January, she was commissioned. This 
was a celebrated occasion which resulted in. a sustained effort by the 
Laurieton-Bonny Hills people to support Cherice & her family in this 
volunteer placement. Cherice worked as a teacher/ oral English tutor 
at Mo'unga Olive College at Kolonga, on the main Tongan island. 

74. 2010. (9th July) John Stone retired as Manager. He reflected on the 
fact,. that over his 35 years the centre continued to host a myriad of 
groups including school, church, youth, sporting, music, con1munity, 
'Camp Quality', 1 Canteed, business and travel. John Stone's passion 
to continually create and serve meals to a very high standard was one 
of the many things guests named in making repeat bookings. They 
cited John & Marilyn's hospitality as key in the decision to return. 

75. Nathan Smith was appointed as manager, Uniting Venues Bonny 
Hills. Sarah S1nith also took on staffing duties. Together their service 
was exemplary and clients always thanked and congratulated their 
staff for all they did. 

76. 2011. (l8U1 July) Four transportable, two bedroom cabins were 
placed on a portion of the block adjacent to the assistant Manager's 
residence. They were ready for occupation by Ouistmas after Port 
Macquarie-Hastings Council applied strict provisions in relation to 
fire hazard management, water management, parking & landscaping. 
These new cabins provided a much needed addition to the choice of 
accommodation available. 

77. 2011. (October) Zone Ministers, Rev Dr Jolm Squires and Rev 
Elizabeth Raine conducted a Mission and Ministry session to revie;w 
the congregations strengths & consjder further mission opportunities. 
The Laurieton-Bonny Hills congregation was affirmed for the way it 
had contlibuted significantly in recent past to the Ivanhoe drought
relief holiday project and to World Mission, PNG 2008, Tonga 2010-11 
in strong support for O1erice Anquetil, as a volunteer placen1ent. In 
addition, there were the continuing efforts in supporting food 
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donations to Exodus Foundation, member contributions with Frontier 
Services (personally working with Outback Links), Haven Craft in 
Laurieton, Lent Event, Kid's Hope Australia to the North Haven 
Public School, Wesley Mission Kids 'Ca111p, Queensland Flood 
Appeal, Mission support for the Fellowship Soup Days, Market and 
Election BBQ Days. 

78. 2013-4. The Presbytery Pastoral Relations Committee review 
would conclude ·that Laurieton needed to bec01ne the principal place 
of worship for Bonny Hills members. The Presbytery appointed the 
Rev Denis Burns to provide pastoral ministry and support to help 
members with the changes being faced. Rev Bums' Report 
acknowledged the strengths of the congregations and longings for an 
alternative solution to be found. 

It emerged that the Synod had reviewed the Conference Centre and 
would be recommending that the Bonny Hills site, including the 
Bonny Hills Church, be closed in preparation for sale. A consultant 
was engaged to recommend the best way to proceed. Presbytery and 
Synod would have considered the cost of engaging a Town Planning 
consultancy £inn and submitting a development application to 
Council for approval, to have a separate title for the land, whid1 the 
Churcl1 occupied, not viable. Though a relatively modest cost, it 
would have added to the cost anticipated with the subsequent 
reduction in value of the site overall to a potential buyer. 

79. 2013 (January) Since 2000, the Summer Camp had been managed 
by Mrs Ky]ie Sea1 (nee Mansfield). This was the 41st Bonny Hills 
Christian Summer Camp and their final year, when Kylie was 
informed that availability for future bookings could not be assured . 

80. 2014 (January) Laurieton-Bonny Hills invited David Stuart to 
undertake a four week Rural Field Placement as part of his United 
Theological College studies. In February, Rev Denis Bums 
co1nmenced a three month Limited Supply Transitional Ministry role. 
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81. 2014 (August). The Uniting Mission and Education moved to close 
Uniting Venues, Bonny Hills and set Noven1ber 30 as its final 
operating date. In November, the Executive Director of Uniting 
Mission and Education, the Executive Officer of Uniting Venues and 
Presbytery Ministers addressed a group of the congregation, 
including all 1ne1nbers of the 01urch Council and informed them of 
the closing date for the church. Presbytery PRC had set the date, 29 
March 2015. 

82. 2014 (December) Rev Eric Drury is appointed until April 2015 as 
Intentional Supply Minister(Part time) to facilitate the closing of the 
Bonny Hills part of Laurieton-Bonny Hills. He has continued to offer 
sensitive spiritual and pastoral leadership to all through this difficult 
time. 

Ministerial & Lay leadership of Bonny Hills Church (a summary). 

83. Ministers of the Word who were in placement of the Parish: 
1977-'81 Rev Tim Gee 
1982-'84 
1985 
1986-'91 
1992-'96 
1997-'00 
2001-'04 

Rev David Robinson 
Rev Malcolm Winder [ resigned due to ilJ health] 
Rev Helen Carratt 
Rev Bob Saunders 
Rev Sarnata Elia 
Rev Alan Willoughby 

In placement as Supply Ministers: 
1991 Rev Bruce Westbrook [6 mths] and1996 [6 mths] 
2000-'01 Rev. Don Drury [12 mths]; 
2005- '07 Rev Stuart Mason as Intentional Interim Minister. 
2007- '08 Rev Clive Cook, Resource and Supply Minister (P/T) 
2/13 -4/13 Rev Denis Bums as Limited Supply Minister (P /T) 
12/14- 4/'15 Rev Eric Drury as Intentional Supply Minister(P/T) 

84. Visiting preachers. There were many who conducted worship 
from 1963 to 1983. Since then worship leaders have included Rev 
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Stuart H~rper, Rev R Addison, Rev Rex Graham, Rev. Fred McKay, 
Rev David Taylor, Rev. Ray Atkinson, Rev Stephen Robinson, Rev W 
(Bill) Crews, Rev Jim Maclean, Rev Chris Lockley, Rev Janet Dawson, 
Rev Denis Bums, Rev John Mason, Rev John Cromarty and more 
recently, Rev Roz Bond and Presbytery Ministers, Rev Dr Jolu1 Squires 
and Rev Elizabeth Raine. Those who have been preaching regularly 
are Rev Darrell McKeogh (Winghain) and Pastor David Free1nan(L. 

Manning) 

85. Local and visiting worship leaders & lay preachers From the 
opening of the church in 1983 to 2015, well over 40 lay leaders have 
accepted invitations to lead worship and preach at Bonny Hills. In 
addition to visitors from Uniting Church agencies such as Exodus 
Foundation, Uniting World, Wesley Mission, these have included 
have been Lloyd Rogers(decs'd),Jenny Bishop (decs'd) John Avery, 
Margaret Galloway, Les & Val Fowler, Kay Kneale, (all from Port 
Macquarie), Russell Graves, Frank Gorton [decs'd], (Wauchope), Jack 
Longworth, Ted Lewis (Lwr Manning). 

Other visiting preachers are: Marilyn Green (North Haven), Rev 
Laurie Davies (Dunbogan) and David Burns (Bonny Hills) 

Since 2006, with the move to become lay led, members who have very 
capably taken services are: Greg Christie, Rob and Je1u1y Schouten, 
Jenny Tinsley, Karen Huf, Bee Arthur, Helen S1nith, Steve Shilling, 
Jenny Porter, Ian & Robyn Richardson 

*** *** *** *** *** *** 
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