
Exploring our place through the 
stories of our children and youth.



Yii Birrbay Barray
This is Birpai Country

Nyura yiigu
marala barraygu,
nyaagi, ngarragi
You have come here, 
to the country to see,
listen and remember

Gathay Nyiirun Wakulda
Let’s all go together as one

 

We acknowledge that we are on Birpai 
country and pay respects to all Elders past, 
present and emerging. We acknowledge the 
ongoing connection to the Traditional Owners 
and Custodians of the lands, skies and waters 
of the Port Macquarie-Hastings region.



2021 marked the 200th anniversary since the establishment of Port Macquarie as one of Australia’s 
earliest Penal Settlements. Council acknowledges that this caused suffering and displacement for the 
traditional owners, the Birpai people. Recognising this long, diverse and challenging history, Council and its 
Bicentenary Working Group invited residents and visitors in a wide range of activities designed to reflect on 
our past, celebrate our present, and look forward to an inclusive and positive future.

Our Place: My Story was a schools storytelling project run by Council during Port 
Macquarie’s Bicentenary year, 2021, inviting our children and youth to capture the essence of 
our present, by sharing their stories of connection to place, while growing up in our region.

This is our place. 

These are their stories.

ABOUT With thanks

Copyright Notice
Our storytellers have generously shared their stories for the purpose of this publication only, 
and they maintain all rights to their original works and the copies within this publication. Works 
must not be reproduced in any manner for any purpose.

Many thanks to all who contributed to this project.

To our professional storytellers for sharing your stories
to inspire our students:

Cherie Morton
Mel Streeter

Barbara Westwood
Corina Latimore

To our young storytellers, their teachers and schools:

Class 1TB, St Agnes Primary School
Teachers: Larissa Toohey and Emily Brazel

Year 5, The Nature School
Teacher: Shannon Kelly

Year 11 Art class, Mackillop College
Teacher: Robyn Cornale



Class 1 TB
St Agnes Primary School

Hudson Mynott
“I Love Rotonger (Watonga) Rock”



Nate
“Nate Goes Fishing”

Archie Millard
“Lovely Lake Cathie”



Scarlett Gaul
“Camping Under the Stars” 

Ava Costello
“I Love Shelly Beach”



Amelia Sales
“Family Fun in the Sun”

Miles Gardiner
“The Sea”



Sam Brooks
“Rock Pools at Lighthouse are Fun”

Kalari Donovan
“I Love Camping Around Port Macquarie”



Harrison Power
“Fishing at Shelly Beach”

Rachael Dunn
“Feeding the Kangaroos at the Billabong”



Jack Tonkin
“Wonderful Waterpark at Bonny Hills”

Mikayla Orme
“Super Shelly Beach”



Ella McNally
“Sunny Day at the Beach”

Hamish Downie
“The River Connected to the Beach”



Lachlan Power
“Enjoying the View from Big Brother”

Bella Richards
“Rainbows in Port”



Sophia Hardie
“Fantastic Fish”

Thomas Buckley
“Crazy Waterpark” (Stoney Aqua Park)



Mia Henry
“Catching Up with Friends at Settlement Point”

Ryder Atkins
“The Rainforest”



Jake Collins
“The Secret Beach - My Hideout”

Nikita Smith
“Light Lighthouse - I love the Ocean”



YEAR 5
The Nature School

Adrian Taylor
“North Brother”



Anwen Pullen
“Shelly Beach”

Dash Thompson
“Shelly Beach”



Oliver Godson
“Rocky Beach”

Zulu
“Rocky Beach”



Noah Smith
“Pilot Beach”

YEAR 11 ART
Mackillop College



Honari Toppazini

Alice Ho
St Thomas, Port Macquarie



Olivia Cotovich Kyla Patterson



Zoey Kiem
Lake Cathie, looking at the river mouth Callie Warren



Breakwall Rocks
Abbey Monroe Georgia Hughes

Breakwall / Courthouse collage



Alys Davies
Sunset at the Tacking Point Lighthouse



Elsa Gandy
Lake Cathie watercolour and pencil series



Phoebe Minogue
Fantasy Glades, Port Macquarie



Sally Edmonds



Josie Campbell



This project received funding through the Regional Tourism Bushfire Recovery grants program, 
an Australian Government bushfire recovery initiative, & Port Macquarie Hastings Council


