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William (Uncle Bill) O’Brien – Citizen
of the Year
“I feel so emotional. I never expected this
award at all in my life.
“I am extremely proud of the youth trying
to make the Hastings a great place to
live.”

Zara Youngblutt – Young Citizen of the
Year
“I feel really honoured and proud to
receive this award and I would like to
thank my family and friends for putting up
with me.”

Martin Hennessy – Sportsperson of
the Year
“I was so nervous getting up there.
Normally I don’t have to make a speech
when I win something in karate, so I am
lost for words.”

Karina Nowlan – Sporting Talent Grant
“It really comes down to the local commu-
nity and their tireless support.
“I didn’t plan a speech for this.This is one
of the most amazing feelings. I could not
ask for anything else.”

Chairman David Mayne – Combined
Rotary Clubs of Port Macquarie
Carnival of the Pines Committee
“We wanted to bring the community
together and the Carnival of the Pines did
just that.”

Port Macquarie-Hastings Mayor Rob
Drew
“This day is a great celebration for us as a
country and for us as a region.”

Sandra Morgan-
Beavis – Australia
Day Ambassador
for the Hastings 
“I hope we could all
be part of a better
Australia.”

Quotable quotes Uncle Bill’s tears of
joy at top honour

AN emotional Aboriginal eld-
er accepted one of the Hastings’
greatest honours – Citizen of the
Year – on Saturday.

William O’Brien, better
known in the community as
Uncle Bill, earned the accolade
at Port Macquarie-Hastings
Council’s Australia Day cele-
brations on the Town Green.

Hundreds of people gathered
for the official ceremony which
included the presentation of
Australia Day awards from 4pm.

Although the winners learn-
ed of their awards the previous
night, at a dinner hosted by the
council at its Burrawan St
headquarters, the magnitude
of the honour caught Uncle Bill
by surprise at Saturday’s cere-
mony.

During his acceptance
speech, the Birpai elder wiped
away tears of joy.

“I never gave my self a chance
to win this award,” he said.

Uncle Bill was honoured for
his advocacy of indigenous wel-
fare issues. His Welcome to
Country speeches often precede
civic events, giving them the
blessing of the land’s tradition-
al owners.

A member of the Birpai and
Bunyah Aboriginal Land councils, Uncle
Bill also is a member of the North Coast
Area Health Service’s Community
Advisory Committee, Hastings-Macleay
Community Transport, and   Partner-
ship in Aboriginal Care. He also has
coached many sporting teams and vol-
unteers for bush tucker talks at Sea
Acres Nature Reserve.

Uncle Bill is a strong advocate for pro-
moting the local Aboriginal community
and the development of culturally spe-
cific services for his people. The 56-year-
old, who has lived in Port Macquarie
since 1969, is dedicated to the spirit of
reconciliation and cultural understand-
ing in the Hastings.

More on pages 18 and 19

❑❑ Hero: Hastings Citizen of the year Uncle Bill
with two of his biggest fans, wife Marilyn and
daughter Kelly. Right:William O’Brien with his

Australia Day award and medal.
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GET    WHAT YOU  WANT

WE’RE TAKING OFF IN PORT MACQUARIE
WITH GREAT LOW FARES.

EX PORT MACQUARIE SALE FARES

GOLD COAST ◊119*
BRISBANE ◊139*
MELBOURNE ◊149*
ADELAIDE ◊159*

ALL FARES ARE ONE WAY ON THE NET.
COMMENCEMENT OF SERVICES SUBJECT TO  REGULATORY APPROVAL.

Sydney ◊69

Departing Port Macquarie, service commences 4 February (subject to regulatory approval). Seats are limited and may not be available at peak times or on all flights. Fares are one way on the net, or $15 more by phone. A credit card surcharge of $3 per person per one way flight is applicable for flights within Australia. Fares are correct as 
at Jan 9, 2008 and are subject to change. Fares on sale from 0900 Jan 14 until midnight Feb 4, 2008 or until sold out, for travel between Feb 6 - Aug 31, 2008. *Offered as connecting flights. CumminsNitro © VA 9498/PMN

virginblue.com.au

TALK OF THE
TOWN SALE.



nboLrt Bill
I n the words of Aborlginol community elder Williom "Uncle

I Rit," o g'i.n. he con ldo il on his own.

I' Fifty nine yeor old Bill, o high profiie member of the

Hostings indigenous community, hos the self-oppointed job

of cooxing o "shy roce" oul of the shode of 200-plus yeors

since Europeon Setilement.

He's o former jockey, o 2OOB Hoslings Citizen of the Yeor ond

endeoringly colled "Uncle" by his people bul flnding fellow

Aboriglnols to toke port in public discourse remoins o tough
job

"A lol of the elders get reolly upset when ihey ore tolking

oboul 1," Uncle Bill soys
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to get it out in the right woY Fo
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ones he qon nol corry on his own.;"&#
"lt's hord for one person to do it olli the fother-of'two'scys

When Uncle Bill refers to "it oll" he meons storting o youth

centre,ler Mid- Norih Coost Ab.origino ls o nd q" coosto I

wc lki n g iour com plete with historico l;|Fori g i nol refelenc.es*-
:@6

.,...both iiems on his lengthy 1o-do list.

He olreody does bush-tucker ond Aborigi
of Seo Acres Roinforest Cenlre os well os "Welcome lo

Country" ceremonies ond he is o member of the Birpoi ond

Bunyoh Locol Aboriginol Lond Councils ond o life member

of the NSW Bodyboording Associotion.

The volume of his work could-be the snowfloke thot storts o

snowbo|Iing offect in the future-..: ,, ttij,:,.11'iii,i,.,0,,,;._,

TddB ihe'ffbtices'fhere ore people "willing to help" who he

hos io "gei on boord" ond lhere ore kids opprooching him

io osk obout indigenous culture

"l thlnk lhgt"1,f.. 9.9*q54vnity is stor
.cu lt u rcifiiw"e r,eness o n d tbs.-h# to lhe

ii bnd educotion," he

Uncle Bill sees shoring os on importont port of his life - o
lesson he picked up from olmost 25 yeors of morrioge lo
Morilyn ond hos opplied in his community work.

"ln morrioge ihere's no this is mine ond thol is yours - it's
ours," Uncle Bill soYs.

"One of the mosi importont things is unde-rsionding the

other person's feelings ond to shore things."

The ideo of shoring is nolhing new in Aboriginol culture ond,

when this ls token into occount, his eorlier comment obout
getiing other Aboriginols to "shore thelr stories' tokes on o'
greoter imporlonce.
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Photos by Kylie Biltris
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He hod been oppreniiced crt the oge of l5 oi the
Rosehill Rocecourse stobles wilh irciner Fredcly Hood
b*^fore moving io the Mid North Coost ond teoming up
wi+h lror^e' C,en rlocge.

He won ihe Port Mocqucrrie Cr,tp in 1972 os we I os cr

Grofton Country Cup, the Giodstone Cup {twice) oncl
the Cbristmcrs Cup oi Lrsmore.

Just os his coreeT wos golhering speed it wos p uckecl
owoy cnd os o recently mcrried mon in his ote 20s wilh
o young fomily to suppori he wos put onlo o pension.

He stcrted to cocrch hls children's sporting
ovoid depression.

For thouscncls ol yecrs generclions hove been verbolly
shorin_q their stories with one cnolher ond ii is o conceoj
centrol to Aborigincri culiure.

' You go on ife's lourney, then it becomes o eorning
journey oncl for me it is now c ieoching journey,', Uncle
Bill explcined.

"lhis is Aboriginol cu lure orcr hisiory works like thot.,,

Bi I hod o door slommed in hrs foce in lg86 when os o
re rob e country lockey he wos forcecJ .lo retire becouse
of meclicol reosons.

"lt (being o cooch) helped keep me sone,,, he soicl.

"Being involved wiih the chilclren's sport gove me on
opportunity to be more involvecl in iheir lives.

"There ore no horses in the bockyord now, but it took me
o while io get over i1 (not being o jockey onymore).,,

Uncle Bil , then os now, rorely lefi his best performonce
in the dressing room. He cocched his dcrughter Kelly,s
sofiboll ond soon become o Hostings representctive
cooch. He clso wos on the foundinq commiilee for the
Junior Breokers ond o level-two rugby leogue cocch.

For o while he substiluted horse riding with wove riding
bui bodyboording, like his doys os o hoop, he now
ieoves io ihe younger folk.

By Terri lhomson

Visit us at The Westport Club

Bul er Street, PO Box 230.
Port Macquare NSW 2444
T: 02 6583 1499 F: 02 6583 6969
E: enquiries@westportciub.com.au
www.westpodclub.co|n.au THI WESTPORI CLUB
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