
nboLrt Bill
I n the words of Aborlginol community elder Williom "Uncle

I Rit," o g'i.n. he con ldo il on his own.

I' Fifty nine yeor old Bill, o high profiie member of the

Hostings indigenous community, hos the self-oppointed job

of cooxing o "shy roce" oul of the shode of 200-plus yeors

since Europeon Setilement.

He's o former jockey, o 2OOB Hoslings Citizen of the Yeor ond

endeoringly colled "Uncle" by his people bul flnding fellow

Aboriglnols to toke port in public discourse remoins o tough
job

"A lol of the elders get reolly upset when ihey ore tolking

oboul 1," Uncle Bill soys
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ones he qon nol corry on his own.;"&#
"lt's hord for one person to do it olli the fother-of'two'scys

When Uncle Bill refers to "it oll" he meons storting o youth

centre,ler Mid- Norih Coost Ab.origino ls o nd q" coosto I

wc lki n g iour com plete with historico l;|Fori g i nol refelenc.es*-
:@6

.,...both iiems on his lengthy 1o-do list.

He olreody does bush-tucker ond Aborigi
of Seo Acres Roinforest Cenlre os well os "Welcome lo

Country" ceremonies ond he is o member of the Birpoi ond

Bunyoh Locol Aboriginol Lond Councils ond o life member

of the NSW Bodyboording Associotion.

The volume of his work could-be the snowfloke thot storts o

snowbo|Iing offect in the future-..: ,, ttij,:,.11'iii,i,.,0,,,;._,

TddB ihe'ffbtices'fhere ore people "willing to help" who he

hos io "gei on boord" ond lhere ore kids opprooching him

io osk obout indigenous culture

"l thlnk lhgt"1,f.. 9.9*q54vnity is stor
.cu lt u rcifiiw"e r,eness o n d tbs.-h# to lhe

ii bnd educotion," he

Uncle Bill sees shoring os on importont port of his life - o
lesson he picked up from olmost 25 yeors of morrioge lo
Morilyn ond hos opplied in his community work.

"ln morrioge ihere's no this is mine ond thol is yours - it's
ours," Uncle Bill soYs.

"One of the mosi importont things is unde-rsionding the

other person's feelings ond to shore things."

The ideo of shoring is nolhing new in Aboriginol culture ond,

when this ls token into occount, his eorlier comment obout
getiing other Aboriginols to "shore thelr stories' tokes on o'
greoter imporlonce.
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He hod been oppreniiced crt the oge of l5 oi the
Rosehill Rocecourse stobles wilh irciner Fredcly Hood
b*^fore moving io the Mid North Coost ond teoming up
wi+h lror^e' C,en rlocge.

He won ihe Port Mocqucrrie Cr,tp in 1972 os we I os cr

Grofton Country Cup, the Giodstone Cup {twice) oncl
the Cbristmcrs Cup oi Lrsmore.

Just os his coreeT wos golhering speed it wos p uckecl
owoy cnd os o recently mcrried mon in his ote 20s wilh
o young fomily to suppori he wos put onlo o pension.

He stcrted to cocrch hls children's sporting
ovoid depression.

For thouscncls ol yecrs generclions hove been verbolly
shorin_q their stories with one cnolher ond ii is o conceoj
centrol to Aborigincri culiure.

' You go on ife's lourney, then it becomes o eorning
journey oncl for me it is now c ieoching journey,', Uncle
Bill explcined.

"lhis is Aboriginol cu lure orcr hisiory works like thot.,,

Bi I hod o door slommed in hrs foce in lg86 when os o
re rob e country lockey he wos forcecJ .lo retire becouse
of meclicol reosons.

"lt (being o cooch) helped keep me sone,,, he soicl.

"Being involved wiih the chilclren's sport gove me on
opportunity to be more involvecl in iheir lives.

"There ore no horses in the bockyord now, but it took me
o while io get over i1 (not being o jockey onymore).,,

Uncle Bil , then os now, rorely lefi his best performonce
in the dressing room. He cocched his dcrughter Kelly,s
sofiboll ond soon become o Hostings representctive
cooch. He clso wos on the foundinq commiilee for the
Junior Breokers ond o level-two rugby leogue cocch.

For o while he substiluted horse riding with wove riding
bui bodyboording, like his doys os o hoop, he now
ieoves io ihe younger folk.
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