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Ngaku and Ngamba'’s the
early Hastmgs residents

This week'shistoncal
photograph run
with the help of Hastings
District Historical Socie-
ty features Aboriaines
from the carly ~culing
days.

Before the coming of
John Oxley’s party of ox
plorers 1in 1818 und the
subsequent settlenment at
Port Macquarie a few
vears later, the only hu-
man occupants of the
area were two tribes of
aboriginals. the Ngako
and Ngamba.

The Ngaku's terntary
was roughly ram the
fower Mannming to « iine

running through Rol-
land's Plains to Point
Plomer

The Ngamba lhived

turther north in the Mac-
leay district.

While boundaries were
unmarked. they were
strictlv defined by the
tribes and woe betide any
one caught straying out
of his tribal area.

These people lived en-
tirely off the land. hunt
ing. tishing and gathering
many kinds of plants ror
tood.

Thev fashioned
own tooly aad weapens
from ~tone and woeod.,
while they used skinsand

thetr

bark for canoes. <hicids,
baskets, cte
Aboriginals had no

permanent butldings. but
thev did construct ~hel-
ters. catled vunuahs,
branches and buark
When the white

~ot

o1

Our hlStOrlCﬂl photograph shows abongmes removing bark from a tree.

tiers began to take over
thetr tnbal lands  after
1821, the aboriginals
showed some hostility
They had httle idea of
planned attack. or of one
tribe of warrors joining
with other tribes to form
an overwhelming force,
under chosen leaders.
The picture shows two
men cutting and remov-
g bark from a man-
arove tree for a shield or

basket. using only primi-
tive tools.

This would need a
great deal”of skill. puti-
ence and time. The many
scars lefton trees have all
but disappcared now.
with clearing. bushfires
and the passage of time.

This picture is one of
many taken by Thomas
Dick at the beginning of
this century. By this time
the local aboriginals were

wearing clothes. so they
had to be persuaded to
pose specialiy for the
photographer

[tis fortungte some of
them had retiained their
old spectal shills.

While onlv a few of
almaost 150 rhotographs
in this collection are on
display. all ot them can
be inspected on Monday
and  Wednescay morn-
INgs on reques.



