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gaku and Ngamba's the
arly Hastings residents

This week'shistorical
photograph run
with the help of Hasrings
Drstrict Hisrorical Socie-
ty features Ahrrplgrng5
from the earlv setrling
davs.

before the conrinq of
John Oxley s prrty ni.*-
plorers in i818 irnd rhe
subsequent settlentrnt at
Port Macquarie a tew
\ears latcr, the onlv hu-
nran occupants of the
area rvere tr.vo tribes of
aboriginals, the Nsriko
Itnd Ngarnha. I

The Ng:lku's territilrv
,,r'as rou{hlr tror.rl lhc
lor',er Nlannrng t0 e iine
running thr,,u,'h R,,l-
land's Plains to Point
Plorner.
. The Ngarnha lived
turthcr n()rth in thc \lac-
Ieay district.
. While bounclaries rl ere
unmarked. thcy rvere
strictly defined by the
tribes and u,oe betide irny
one caught strafing trut
of his tribal area.

Thr:rc pcople livcJ t.l-
tirelv trtT the land, hunt
inq. fishing entl qathering
nranv kinds of plants for
fr rod.'fhcv fushioned rhcir
rltr il lorrlr .tntl r,,e;11.,,11t

lrlttt .1r,11.' :r:t,l i'..',,i
tthile thcl usctl skins lrnd
l.:rrk lilr d:lnr\c\. .lrre,ti,.
buskrts. ctc.

.\hori(inrrl. hlrd n()
pcrmllncnt hrrilrlinr::. hut
th,:v Ji.i .,,11.1111..i .1111-

tcrs. .lrllcLl {unrr.rit\. ,,1

brunche s lrrrci burk.
\\hr'n tlrc rrlritc ..r.

tlcrs beqan to take over
their tribal Iands after
l8ll, thc abrtriqinals
\h()\\'c(i sontc hostilitl .'I'hcv 

had little idea of
pllinncd attlick. or of 0ne
trthe,tf \\:tln(,rs joinilrg
rrith trthcr trrl,c\ t() fr)rm
iin ()\cr\\hclnrirrg ftrrce,
undcr chosen lcatlers.

The picturc shtts's tri o
nlen aulttn! .lnd rr'in()\.-
i:t.t l,,rrk lr,,rn it t1.11-

.sr()\c lrce for a shield or

basket. u:ing only primi-
tive tools.

This n outd need a

trctt \lc:rl'oI skill. p;rrr-
errcc lrrrJ irrne. Thc rrr.rrrt
scers left rro trctsS hate;ril
but disappeared n0\r',
gith clearinq, bushfires
and the passage of timc-.

This picture is .rne of
man\ taken by Thomas
Dick rt the begin ninq trt
this ccnturv. Bv thrs trrrrr
the locat aborieinals rvere

*'earing clothes, so thev
had to be persuaded to
pose specialiv for the
phr)toqraphc r

lt is [ortun;,te somc of
them had rei;rineti their
old special skills.

\\rhile onlr a . ferr rrf
llrnost i5() rhotrrsrunhs
in this ctrlleuion Jre'on
clispla_v. all r{ thern can
be inspected rn \lrrndav
and wcdnes(av nl()rn-
rnls on rcque{.
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our historical photograph shows aborigines removing bark frorn a tree.


