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Alexandra, Belinda Silver Wattle

This is a novel about two exceptional sisters set in the Australian film world of the 1920's. In fear for their
lives after the sudden death of their mother, Adela and Klara must flee Prague to find refuge with their

uncle in Australia. Adela becomes a film director at the time when the local industry is starting to feel the
competition from Hollywood. But even while success is imminent, the issues of family and an impossible love
are never far away. And ultimately dreams of the silver screen must compete with the bonds of a lifetime....

Atkinson, Kate Case Histories

Case One: Olivia Land, youngest and most beloved of the Land girls, goes missing in the night and is never
seen again. Thirty years later, two of her surviving sisters unearth a shocking clue to Olivia’s disappearance
amongst the clutter of their childhood home.

Case Two: Theo delights in his daughter Laura’s wit, effortless beauty, and selfless love. But her first day as
an associate in his law firm is also the day when Theo’s world turns upside down.

Case Three: Michelle looks around one day and finds herself trapped in a hell of her own making. A very
needy baby and a very demanding husband make her every waking moment a reminder that somewhere,
somehow, she’s made a grave mistake and will spend the rest of her life paying for it--until a fit of rage
creates a grisly, bloody escape.

As Private Detective Jackson Brodie investigates all three cases, startling connections and discoveries
emerge. Inextricably caught up in his clients’ grief, joy, and desire, Jackson finds their unshakable need for
resolution very much like his own.

Boyne, John The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas

Berlin 1942. When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being
packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and the family must move from their home to a new
house far, far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence running alongside
stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people he can see in the distance.

But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this desolate new place than
meets the eye. While exploring his new environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances
are very different to his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating consequences.

Brooks, Geraldine People of the Book

In 1996, Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and
conservation of the famed Sarajevo Haggadah, which has been rescued from Serb shelling during the
Bosnian war. Priceless and beautiful, the book is one of the earliest Jewish volumes ever to be illuminated
with images. When Hanna, a caustic loner with a passion for her work, discovers a series of tiny artifacts in
its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, wine stains, salt crystals, a white hair—she begins to unlock the
book’s mysteries. The reader is ushered into an exquisitely detailed and atmospheric past, tracing the book’s
journey from its salvation back to its creation.

Carroll, Steven The Time we have taken

The straight line of history has led, and was always leading, to this day and they have all been lucky enough
to be alive, right now, to greet the moment. One suburban morning in summer 1970, Peter van Rijn, proprie-
tor of the television and wireless shop, realises that his suburb is 100 years old. He contacts the mayor, who
assembles a committee, and celebrations are eagerly planned. That same morning, just a few streets way,
Rita is awakened by a dream of her husband's snores. It is years since Vic moved north, and left their house
of empty silences, yet his life remains bound up with hers. Their son, too, has moved on - Michael is at uni-
versity, exploring new ideas and the heady world of grown-up love. Yet Rita still stubbornly stays in the old
street, unable to imagine leaving the house she has tended so lovingly for so long. Instead she has taken on
the care of another house as well - that of the widowed Mrs Webster, owner of the suburb's landmark factory,
now in decline. As these lives entwine, and the committee commissions its centenary mural and prepares to
commemorate progress, history - in the shape of the new, post-war generation represented by Michael and
his friends - is heading straight for them...The Time We Have Taken is a celebration of the rhythms and intri-
cacies of suburban life, and a meditation on its limitations. Steven Carroll achieves a luminous intimacy with
his characters as he explores both a society teetering on the edge of radical change, and the richness and
complexity of that most common of Australian experiences - the suburbs.
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Chevalier, Tracy Remarkable Creatures

In the early nineteenth century, a windswept beach along the English coast brims with fossils for those

with the eye! From the moment she's struck by lightning as a baby, it is clear Mary Anning is marked for
greatness. When she uncovers unknown dinosaur fossils in the cliffs near her home, she sets the scientific
world alight, challenging ideas about the world's creation and stimulating debate over our origins. In an
arena dominated by men, however, Mary is soon reduced to a serving role, facing prejudice from the
academic community, vicious gossip from neighbours, and the heartbreak of forbidden love. Even nature is
a threat, throwing bitter cold, storms, and landslips at her. Luckily Mary finds an unlikely champion in prickly,
intelligent Elizabeth Philpot, a middle-class spinster who is also fossil-obsessed. Their relationship strikes a
delicate balance between fierce loyalty and barely suppressed envy. Despite their differences in age and
background, Mary and Elizabeth discover that, in struggling for recognition, friendship is their strongest
weapon.

De Botton, Alain The Consolations of Philosophy

Alain de Botton, best-selling author of "How Proust can Change Your Life", has set six of the finest minds
in the history of philosophy to work on the problems of everyday life. Here then are Socrates, Epicurus,
Seneca, Montaigne, Schopenhauer and Nietzsche on some of the things that bother us all: lack of money,
the pain of love, inadequacy, anxiety, the fear of failure and the pressure to conform.

Durrell, Gerald My Family & other animals

When the unconventional Durrell family can no longer endure the damp, grey English climate, they do what
any sensible family would do: sell their house and relocate to the sunny Greek isle of Corfu.

My Family and Other Animals was intended to embrace the natural history of the island but ended up as a
delightful account of Durrell’s family’s experiences, from the many eccentric hangers-on to the ceaseless
procession of puppies, toads, scorpions, geckoes, ladybugs, glowworms, octopuses, bats, and butterflies
into their home.

Ebershoff, David The 19th Wife

Itis 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has recently separated from her powerful husband, Brigham Young,
prophet and leader of the Mormon Church. Expelled and an outcast, Ann Eliza embarks on a crusade to
end polygamy in the United States. A rich account of a family's polygamous history is revealed, including
how a young woman became a plural wife.

Soon after Ann Eliza's story begins, a second exquisite narrative unfolds-a tale of murder involving a
polygamist family in present-day Utah. Jordan Scott, a young man who was thrown out of his fundamentalist
sect years earlier, must re-enter the world that cast him aside in order to discover the truth behind his
father's death.

And as Ann Eliza's narrative intertwines with that of Jordan's search, readers are pulled deeper into the
mysteries of love and faith.

Edwards, Kim The Memory Keeper’s Daughter

On a winter night in 1964, Dr. David Henry is forced by a blizzard to deliver his own twins. His son, born
first, is perfectly healthy. Yet when his daughter is born, he sees immediately that she has Down’s
syndrome. Rationalizing it as a need to protect Norah, his wife, he makes a split second decision that will
alter all of their lives forever. He asks his nurse to take the baby away to an institution and never to reveal
the secret. But Caroline, the nurse, cannot leave the infant. Instead, she disappears into another city to raise
the child herself. So begins this beautifully told story that unfolds over a quarter of a century in which these
two families, ignorant of each other, are yet bound by David Henry’s fateful decision that long-ago winter
night.

Fitzsimons, Peter The Ballad of Les Darcy

'Put Les Darcy in a uniform and the men of Australia will march to hell behind him.'

That was the message Australia's great 'Blacksmith Boxer' was getting, as debate about conscription raged
in the middle of World War |. The problem was that Les Darcy didn't want to march at the fore of such a
procession, nor to such a destination. He wanted to continue what he had been doing to extraordinary
acclaim before the war began - taking on the best boxers the world could throw at him, and lifting his entire
family out of poverty as he did so. Torn between the duty he felt he owed his family, and the duty many felt
he owed his country, Les made his choice . . . and faced the consequences.

And so unfolds a ballad of love, war, betrayal, mystery, patriotism and heroism; a ballad of a champion
whose story still has the power to move the stoniest heart.
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Foer, Jonathan Safran Everything is illuminated

With only a yellowing photograph in hand, a young man -- also named Jonathan Safran Foer -- sets out to
find the woman who may or may not have saved his grandfather from the Nazis. Accompanied by an old
man haunted by memories of the war; an amorous dog named Sammy Davis, Junior, Junior; and the
unforgettable Alex, a young Ukrainian translator who speaks in a sublimely butchered English, Jonathan
is led on a quixotic journey over a devastated landscape and into an unexpected past.

Garner, Helen The Spare Room

This is a powerful, moving and at times unexpectedly funny novel about two women and their friendship
challenged by illness and the threat of death. Helen has little idea what lies ahead when she offers her
spare room to an old friend of fifteen years. Nicola has arrived in the city for treatment for cancer. Sceptical
of the medical establishment, placing all her faith in an alternative health centre, Nicola is determined to find
her own way to deal with her illness, regardless of the advice that Helen can offer. In the weeks that follow,
Nicola's battle against her cancer will turn not only her own life upside down but also those of everyone
around her."The Spare Room" is a magical gem of a book that packs a huge punch, charting a friendship as
it is tested by the threat of death.

Genova, Lisa Still Alice

Alice Howland, happily married with three grown children and a house on the Cape, is a celebrated Harvard
professor at the height of her career when she notices a forgetfulness creeping into her life. As confusion
starts to cloud her thinking and her memory begins to fail her, she receives a devastating diagnosis: early
onset Alzheimer's disease. Fiercely independent, Alice struggles to maintain her lifestyle and live in the
moment, even as her sense of self is being stripped away. In turns heartbreaking, inspiring and terrifying,
Still Alice captures in remarkable detail what's it's like to literally lose your mind...

Gilbert, Elizabeth Eat, Pray, Love

Around the time Elizabeth Gilbert turned thirty, she went through an early-onslaught midlife crisis. She had
everything an educated, ambitious American woman was supposed to want—a husband, a house, a
successful career. But instead of feeling happy and fulfilled, she was consumed with panic, grief, and
confusion. She went through a divorce, a crushing depression, another failed love, and the eradication of
everything she ever thought she was supposed to be.

To recover from all this, Gilbert took a radical step. In order to give herself the time and space to find out
who she really was and what she really wanted, she got rid of her belongings, quit her job, and undertook a
yearlong journey around the world—all alone. Eat, Pray, Love is the absorbing chronicle of that year.

Her aim was to visit three places where she could examine one aspect of her own nature set against the
backdrop of a culture that has traditionally done that one thing very well. In Rome, she studied the art of
pleasure, learning to speak Italian and gaining the twenty-three happiest pounds of her life. India was for the
art of devotion, and with the help of a native guru and a surprisingly wise cowboy from Texas, she embarked
on four uninterrupted months of spiritual exploration. In Bali, she studied the art of balance between worldly
enjoyment and divine transcendence. She became the pupil of an elderly medicine man and also fell in love
the best way—unexpectedly.

Gruen, Sara Water for Elephants

As a young man, Jacob Jankowski was tossed by fate onto a rickety train that was home to the Benzini
Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. It was the early part of the great Depression, and for Jacob, now
ninety, the circus world he remembers was both his salvation and a living hell. A veterinary student just shy
of a degree, he was put in charge of caring for the circus menagerie. It was there that he met Marlena, the
beautiful equestrian star married to August, the charismatic but twisted animal trainer. And he met Rosie, an
untrainable elephant who was the great gray hope for this third-rate traveling show. The bond that grew
among this unlikely trio was one of love and trust, and, ultimately, it was their only hope for survival.

Hosseini, Khaled The Kite Runner

Taking us from Afghanistan in the final days of the monarchy to the present, The Kite Runner is the
unforgettable, beautifully told story of the friendship between two boys growing up in Kabul. Raised in the
same household and sharing the same wet nurse, Amir and Hassan nonetheless grow up in different
worlds: Amir is the son of a prominent and wealthy man, while Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant,
is a Hazara, member of a shunned ethnic minority. Their intertwined lives, and their fates, reflect the
eventual tragedy of the world around them. When the Soviets invade and Amir and his father flee the
country for a new life in California, Amir thinks that he has escaped his past. And yet he cannot leave the
memory of Hassan behind him.
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Hosseini, Khaled A Thousand Splendid Suns

Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two
women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers
around them-in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them
both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own
lives but of the next generation. With heart-wrenching power and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's
love for her family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and that in the end it is love, or
even the memory of love, that is often the key to survival.

Jones, Lloyd Mister Pip

In a novel that is at once intense, beautiful, and fablelike, Lloyd Jones weaves a transcendent story that
celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the power of narrative to transform our lives. On a
copper-rich tropical island shattered by war, where the teachers have fled with most everyone else, only one
white man chooses to stay behind: the eccentric Mr. Watts, object of much curiosity and scorn, who sweeps
out the ruined schoolhouse and begins to read to the children each day from Charles Dickens'’s classic
Great Expectations.

So begins this rare, original story about the abiding strength that imagination, once ignited, can provide. As
artillery echoes in the mountains, thirteen-year-old Matilda and her peers are riveted by the adventures of a
young orphan named Pip in a city called London, a city whose contours soon become more real than their
own blighted landscape. As Mr. Watts says, “A person entranced by a book simply forgets to breathe.” Soon
come the rest of the villagers, initially threatened, finally inspired to share tales of their own that bring alive
the rich mythology of their past. But in a ravaged place where even children are forced to live by their wits
and daily survival is the only objective, imagination can be a dangerous thing.

Jordan, Toni Addition

Grace's life is organised according to a strict routine - she wakes up at the same time every day, flosses the
same number of times each morning, takes the same number of steps to the same cafe, where she sits at
the same table and orders a hot chocolate with two marshmallows and a slice of orange cake. She eats the
cake in the same number of bites as there are poppy seeds on top of the cake, so sometimes she might
have to take six big bites and other times thirty-three tiny ones. One day, her usual table is taken...forced to
share a table with a stranger, her life is turned upside down. Though Grace's OCD has led to her losing her
job and her life becoming very small (she often finds herself talking to a photograph of Nikola Tesla, the
inventor of electricity, that she keeps in her bedroom), she isn't a victim in anyway. And when, encouraged
by her new boyfriend, she begins a course of drugs and therapy, and starts to lose the things which have
defined her, both she and those closest to her, reconsider their views on her iliness. This is a smart, thought
-provoking novel as well as a wonderful romantic comedy. It looks at the role of medication in society,
questions our right to judge how others manage their lives and asks, 'what's so great about being normal
anyway?

Louis, Yvonne A Brush with Mondrian

When bushfires threatened her home some fifteen years ago, Yvonne Louis thankfully managed to save the
treasured Dutch heirlooms that had been handed down to her by her mother. But the near-catastrophe
caused her to see these objects in a new light. She pondered especially on her favourite painting, a portrait
of an elegant and mysterious young woman whom her family had once nicknamed 'Miss Maris'. Who was
she really? And who had painted her?

McCann, Colum Let the great world spin

In the dawning light of a late-summer morning, the people of lower Manhattan stand hushed, staring up in
disbelief at the Twin Towers. It is August 1974, and a mysterious tightrope walker is running, dancing,
leaping between the towers, suspended a quarter mile above the ground. In the streets below, a slew of
ordinary lives become extraordinary in bestselling novelist Colum McCann’s stunningly intricate portrait of
a city and its people.

Corrigan, a radical young Irish monk, struggles with his own demons as he lives among the prostitutes in
the middle of the burning Bronx. A group of mothers gather in a Park Avenue apartment to mourn their
sons who died in Vietnam, only to discover just how much divides them even in grief. A young artist finds
herself at the scene of a hit-and-run that sends her own life careening sideways. Tillie, a thirty-eight-year-
old grandmother, turns tricks alongside her teenage daughter, determined not only to take care of her
family but to prove her own worth.
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Marquez, Gabriel Garcia One Hundred Years of Solitude

An acknowledged masterpiece, this is the story of seven generations of the Buendia family and of
Macondo, the town they have built. Though little more than a settlement surrounded by mountains,
Macondo has its wars and disasters, even its wonders and miracles. A microcosm of Columbian life, its
secrets lie hidden, encoded in a book and only Aureliano Buendia can fathom its mysteries and reveal its
shrouded destiny. Blending political reality with magic realism, fantasy with comic invention, One Hundred
Years of Solitude is one of the most daringly original works of the twentieth century.

Mayle, Peter A Year in Provence

Enjoy an irresistible feast of humour and discover the joys of French rural living with Peter Mayle's best-
selling, much-loved account of A Year In Provence. Peter Mayle and his wife did what most of us only
imagine doing when they made their long-cherished dream of a life abroad a reality: throwing caution to the
wind, they bought a glorious two hundred year-old farmhouse in the Luberon Valley and began a new life.
In a year that begins with a marathon lunch and continues with a host of gastronomic delights, they also
survive the unexpected and often hilarious curiosities of rural life. From mastering the local accent and
enduring invasion by bumbling builders, to discovering the finer points of boules and goat-racing, all the
earthy pleasures of Provencal life are conjured up in this enchanting portrait.

O’Farrell, Maggie The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox

Esme was a woman edited out of her family's history, and when, sixty years later, she is released from
care, a young woman, Iris, discovers the great aunt she never knew she had. The mystery that unfolds is
the heartbreaking tale of two sisters in colonial India and 1930s Edinburgh - of the loneliness that binds
them together and the rivalries that drive them apart, and lead one of them to a shocking betrayal - but
above all it is the story of Esme, a fiercely intelligent, unconventional young woman, and of the terrible
price she is made to pay for her family's unhappiness ...

Shackleton, Ernest South

The epic firsthand account of the Endurance expedition. As the first world war broke out in Europe,
Shackleton's expedition to the South Pole became trapped by ice. Their ship, the Endurance, was crushed
and the men were forced to survive in and escape from one of the world's most hostile environments.
Traversing glaciers, scaling cliffs and crossing treacherous seas in open boats, all the time threatened by
cold and hunger, the men, through their own strength and Shackleton's leadership, all made it to safety.

Shaffer, Mary Ann & Barrows, Annie
The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society

It's 1946, and as Juliet Ashton sits at her desk in her Chelsea flat, she is stumped. A writer of witty
newspaper columns during the war, she can't think of what to write next. Out of the blue, she receives a
letter from one Dawsey Adams of Guernsey - by chance he's acquired a book Juliet once owned - and,
emboldened by their mutual love of books, they begin a correspondence. Dawsey is a member of the
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, and it's not long before the rest of the members write to
Juliet - including the gawky Isola, who makes home-made potions Eben, the fisherman who loves
Shakespeare and Will Thisbee, rag-and-bone man and chef of the famous potato peel pie. As letters fly
back and forth, Juliet comes to know the extraordinary personalities of the Society and their lives under the
German occupation of the island. Entranced by their stories, Juliet decides to visit the island to meet them
properly - and unwittingly turns her life upside down.

Silvey, Craig Jasper Jones

Late on a hot summer night in the tail end of 1965, Charlie Bucktin, a precocious and bookish boy of
thirteen, is startled by an urgent knock on the window of his sleep-out. His visitor is Jasper Jones, an
outcast in the regional mining town of Corrigan. Rebellious, mixed-race and solitary, Jasper is a distant
figure of danger and intrigue for Charlie. So when Jasper begs for his help, Charlie eagerly steals into the
night by his side, terribly afraid but desperate to impress.

Jasper takes him through town and to his secret glade in the bush, and it's here that Charlie bears witness
to Jasper's horrible discovery. With his secret like a brick in his belly, Charlie is pushed and pulled by a
town closing in on itself in fear and suspicion as he locks horns with his tempestuous mother; falls
nervously in love and battles to keep a lid on his zealous best friend, Jeffrey Lu.

And in vainly attempting to restore the parts that have been shaken loose, Charlie learns to discern the truth
from the myth, and why white lies creep like a curse. In the simmering summer where everything changes,
Charlie learns why the truth of things is so hard to know, and even harder to hold in his heart.
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Steinbeck, John Of Mice and Men

Streetwise George and his big, childlike friend Lennie are drifters, searching for work in the fields and valleys
of California. They have nothing except the clothes on their backs, and a hope that one day they’ll find a
place of their own and live the American dream. But dreams come at a price. Gentle giant Lennie doesn’t
know his own strength, and when they find work at a ranch he gets into trouble with the boss’s daughter-in-
law. Trouble so bad that even his protector George may not be able to save him ...

Suskind, Patrick Perfume

In the slums of eighteenth-century France, the infant Jean-Baptiste Grenouille is born with one sublime
gift - an absolute sense of smell. As a boy, he lives to decipher the odours of Paris, and apprentices
himself to a prominent perfumer who teaches him the ancient art of mixing precious oils and herbs.

But Grenouille's genius is such that he is not satisfied to stop there, and he becomes obsessed with
capturing the smells of objects such as brass doorknobs and fresh-cut wood. Then one day he catches a
hint of a scent that will drive him on an ever-more-terrifying quest to create the “ultimate perfume" - the
scent of a beautiful young virgin.

Told with dazzling narrative brilliance, Perfume is a hauntingly powerful tale of murder and sensual
depravity.

Theroux, Paul Dark Star Safari

In the travel-writing tradition that made Paul Theroux’s reputation, Dark Star Safari is a rich and insightful
book whose itinerary is Africa, from Cairo to Cape Town: down the Nile, through Sudan and Ethiopia, to
Kenya, Uganda, and ultimately to the tip of South Africa. Going by train, dugout canoe, "chicken bus" and
cattle truck, Theroux passes through some of the most beautiful - and often life-threatening - landscapes on
earth.

This is travel as discovery and also, in part, a sentimental journey. Almost forty years ago, Theroux first went
to Africa as a teacher in the Malawi bush. Now he stops at his old school, sees former students, revisits his
African friends. He finds astonishing, devastating changes wherever he goes. "Africa is materially more
decrepit than it was when | first knew it," he writes, "hungrier, poorer, less educated, more pessimistic, more
corrupt, and you can't tell the politicians from the witch doctors. Not that Africa is one place. It is an
assortment of motley republics and seedy chiefdoms. | got sick, | got stranded, but | was never bored.

In fact, my trip was a delight and a revelation."

Seeing firsthand what is happening across Africa, Theroux is as obsessively curious and wittily observant as
always, and his readers will find themselves on an epic and enlightening journey.

Vine, Barbara The Chimney Sweeper’s Boy

This is the story of best-selling novelist Gerald Candless, whose sudden death from a heart attack leaves
behind a wife and two doting daughters. To sort through her grief, one of his daughters, Sarah, decides to
write a biography of her internationally celebrated father. Within hours of beginning her research, Sarah
comes across the first of what will be many shocking revelations. As her life is slowly torn apart, a terrible
logic finally emerges to explain her mother's remoteness, her father's need to continually reinvent himself in
his work, and a long-forgotten London murder.

Winchester, Simon The Map that changed the world

In 1793, a canal digger named William Smith made a startling discovery. He found that by tracing the
placement of fossils, which he uncovered in his excavations, one could follow layers of rocks as they dipped
and rose and fell -- clear across England and, indeed, clear across the world -- making it possible, for the
first time ever, to draw a chart of the hidden underside of the earth. Determined to expose what he realized
was the landscape's secret fourth dimension, Smith spent twenty-two years piecing together the fragments
of this unseen universe to create an epochal and remarkably beautiful hand-painted map. But instead of
receiving accolades and honors, he ended up in debtors' prison, the victim of plagiarism, and virtually
homeless for ten years more. Finally, in 1831, this quiet genius -- now known as the father of modern
geology -- received the Geological Society of London's highest award and King William IV offered him a
lifetime pension. The Map That Changed the World is a very human tale of endurance and achievement, of
one man's dedication in the face of ruin. With a keen eye and thoughtful detail, Simon Winchester unfolds
the poignant sacrifice behind this world-changing discovery.



Winton, Tim Cloudstreet

Hailed as a classic, Tim Winton's masterful family saga is both a paean to working-class Australians and an
unflinching examination of the human heart's capacity for sorrow, joy, and endless gradations in between.
An award-winning work, Cloudstreet exemplifies the brilliant ability of fiction to captivate and inspire.
Struggling to rebuild their lives after being touched by disaster, the Pickle family, who've inherited a big
house called Cloudstreet in a suburb of Perth, take in the God-fearing Lambs as tenants. The Lambs have
suffered their own catastrophes, and determined to survive, they open up a grocery on the ground floor.
From 1944 to 1964, the shared experiences of the two overpopulated clans -- running the gamut from
drunkenness, adultery, and death to resurrection, marriage, and birth -- bond them to each other and to the
bustling, haunted house in ways no one could have anticipated.

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz The Angel’s Game

The Angel's Game opens in Barcelona in the 1920s. David Martin is a young man working in a newspaper
office. But late one night the editor of the paper has a crisis - they have just had to drop six pages from the
weekend edition and he has only a matter of hours to fill them. With most of the staff already home, he turns
to David and asks if he can write a short story. If it is good, he will publish more. The resulting story is a huge
success and becomes David's first step on the path to a career as an author. As David's books gain a certain
) recognition, he receives a mysterious letter from a French editor called Andreas Corelli who wants to help
Ve Rios { him achieve his ambitions. But the character is not all that he seems and soon David has entered a pact

that will lead him question everything he values. He is also befriended by the bookseller Sempere (the
grandfather of Daniel from Shadow) who introduces him to the strange world of the Cemetery of Forgotten
Books. The Angel's Game is a tale of lost souls and literary intrigue; a book steeped in the world of writing,
with references to Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Great Expectations. It is about the demons a writer faces; but
also a page-turning mystery and a love story set against the creaking mansions and mysterious alleyways at
the dark heart of Barcelona.

RUIZ ZAFON

Zusak, Markus The Book Thief

It's just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, some fanatical

Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. . . .

Set during World War Il in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Mem-

= inger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing

.4 when she encounters something she can’t resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father,

2 she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the

e b °§@”"Ff Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.

~ Thisis an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul.
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